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view of the most recent Bureau instructions -to the effect
of the Communist Party who are dangerous or potentially
dangerous fto internal security of the country are to be placed on

the Security Index list, the captioned subjects have been extremely
active in/ the Des Moines Branch of the Communist Party and EDNA GRIFFIN
is at the! present time secretary and treasurer of the Des Moines Branch

of the Communist Party.

According %pr’ﬁfmfidential Informant] ] meetings of the
Commnist Party are %eing held at the home of | ]

and according to the informant subject EDNA

GRIFFIN has been very enthusiastic in her activities relative to the
Communist Party-in Des Moines. The informant stated that EDNA GRIFFIN,
due to her position as secretary and treasurer of the Des Moines branch
of the Party, corresponds with the Communist Party District Headquarters
in Omaha. He further advised that in the event records are kept relative
to membership in the Commnist Party she would have those cards in her

possession at her home.

Enclosed herewith are requests for Security Index Cards to
be made on each of the captioned subjects.

Active investigation is being conducted.relative to the captioned
subjects and a report reflecting their activities 'will be subjitted to the

Bureau in the near future.
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‘Mnited States Bepartment of Justice

1010 Federal Office Bullding
IN REPLY, PLEASE REFERTO | . Omaha 2, Nebraska

reno, _100-4095 ‘ ) April ‘22, 1948

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE 02-09-2006 BY AUC 60309 .

.Dlrector, FBI EDNA GR 'DCG/JW
RE: SECURITY MATTER - C -

Dear Sir:

PN

It is recommen&bd that a Security. Index card be prepared
relative to the 1nd1v1dual named below:

Name: GRIFFIN, EDNA
Aliases: )

Residence Address: 1108 Third Street
Des Moines, Iowa
Business Address: Student, Drake University

25th and University Streets
Des Moines, Iowa

Native Born Alien Naturalized

—X___ Communist . German Miscellaneous

e Fagcist (Italian) Japanese

Date of Birth
Place of Birth
Entered U. S.

Naturalized (date)
Naturalized (place and Court)

 Very truly yours,
é“zﬂrm 3¢ }édoen’:o A

STAL S

& T DATTON
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contribution to the Defense I“und of . our Party, a true and- steadfast
friend of the negro people," This letter, dated March 19, 1947,
included & five dollar contribution.

The same inrormant fumished a copy of the letter forwarded to
the Communi st Party members in District 32 by 1'MMWOI‘ District
Secretary of District ~ 32, This copy- was aprarently forwarded to the
New York Office of the Communist Party in order to inform the New York
Office as regards the activities in Dystrict j;32. This copy, dated
December 30, 1947, with return address of Post Office Box :‘445, Omaha,
Nebraska, advises the various members (names mot set out) timt the
Nebraska-Iowa-Khnsas District Communist Party Convention would be held
on Jenuary 11; 1948, at 10:00 A/M, in Des Moines, Iowa; that the meeting
place could be obtained by telephoning EINA GRIFFIN, };,-"2-6422 at 1108
Third Street, Des Moines, Iowa.

Both of these communications have been forwarded to the Omaha
Division and are bemg retained in the Omaha Case Flle on the instant
matter.

Through the assistance of Dean GEORGE BEERY, Drake Unwersit.y,
it was‘:ascertained that EDIYA MAY GRIFFIN is a Graduate Sgudent of Drake
University and is pursuing the courses of English and Bducation. Her
transcript of record at Drake University indicates that she was born
October 23, 1909 in Massachusetts. She graduated from Lenox, Massachusetts,
High School and attended Fiske University at Nashville, Tennessee, from
(/,1928 to 1933, graduating with a B.A. Degree. Her maiden name is EDNA MAY

WILLIAMS, According to the transcript, she also attended Pittsfield High
School, Pittafield, Massachusetts, from 1923 to 1926

STANLEY. GRIFFIN, on October 26, 1946, when registering for ‘the
purpose of voting at Des Moines, Iowa, 1nd1cated that he was born on
February 9, 1913, in North Carolina. He also indicated that he had been

resident of the United States for life.

As prev1ously indieated, the suh;ects both of whom are negroes,
reside at 1108. Third Street.

' From. ava:.lable 1nformat10n, it is believed that the GRI.FF]I\IS
came to Des Moines, Iowa, in 1946 and that EDNA entered Drake University
as a Graduate Syudent in February of 1948.

advises that STANIEY, a student at the Still College’/ b2
of Osteopathy, will probably complete his course within a short pericd  b7D
and will then enter into a one year period of internship and that he
intends to establish his practlce in Des Moines, Iowa.




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1 : v A e '
4 THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT OMAHA, NEBRASKA B a SR FILE No. 100-22656 MFA

RI'POR’I' MADE AT ’ DATEWHIN MAD‘ . PERIOD FOR . REPORT MADE BY -

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS. | 8-9-1949 63%77 7"’13 19, -

Tme ’ i ' ' S i mn;cmorus‘s '
EDNA MAY’ GRIFFIN. also known : S N SECURITY MATTER—(}
Mrs. Stanle)pGr:.fﬁ.n, Edna Yoy lli.ams S '

b7C

3 ;
A
:' Lo

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Sohool records s P:.ttsfleld. Masaa&wetts, raflect
: " Subject born October 23, 1909 in Walpole, New Hampahire.
. attended high schools, Lenox, Massachusetts, September,
- 1923, to June, 1924, and Pittsfield, Massachusetta, from )
September, 1924, to June,. 1926.. Resided Lenox, Massachusetts,
: 42Edison Street and 74Edison.Avenue,.both Pittsfield, " '
,»h‘) _Messachusetts. Parents moved from Pittsfield, Maasachusetts s
_nine years ago. No information developed regard:.ng Subaect'
act:.v:.t:.es in Pittsﬁeld, Mass.

c\gl’("‘({)“? (C(( t ’/; h‘.f)\

‘References Re-bor"biot,‘i‘épeciai Agénf Februa.ry 3, 1049,
- &t Omaha,Nebraska. - =

: o © . ATL INE‘ORMATION CONTAINED .

Deteilss AT PITTSFIELD, MASS. - = HEREIN IS/UNCLASSIFTED .
; ' .. . . .‘DATE 02-09- 2006 BY AUC 60309

TAM/DCG!JW

IPittsﬁeld High School, who was 1nternewed
in-absence of registrar, advised records indicate Subject attenq :
‘ded. the school from Auguat 24 to June 23, 1926, on which date sH
graduated. She also. had. attended Walpole Jumior High School,
Walpole, New Hampahire, and Lenox High School, Lenox,Massachuset
Subject used the name EDNA MAY. WILLIAMS, was born October 3, 1908,
in Walpole, Mew Hampshire, and her Father was EDWARD. LLI
‘Her residence at the time she attended school was 42 Edison . | -
Avenue, Pittsfield, Mass« Her record .reflected that transcripty . |
of her scholastic record had been forwarded to Oberlin College, | - '
March 28, 1947, to the Eastmen School of Music, Rochester, New
York,: and to F ske U

APPROVED AND '

FORWARDED: y - ) SO DONQTWRn‘! IN THESE SPACES

0/ ~/b RECORDED - 5

Buream - ,' mm | ?)2 e 5 K 'NDEXED'85
Omaha (100-4095) x¢ = = | . f 181949 EX—‘M'

EDUCATION |
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Oﬁice Memamndum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
 SECURITY INFORMATION =.CONTIDERTIAL

TO ¢ Director, FBI (100-355489) DATR: 12=13-51
. moM\J)  S4c, Onaha (100-4095)

SUBJECT:  EDNA MngRIFFIN Akas Mz;s.
ﬁstanle
Williams
SECUR ITY MATTER - C

1}%&;3(&5

: ATTN: IDENTIFICATION DIVISION b7C
DECLASSIFIED BY AUC 60309 TAM/DCG/JIW

ON 02-09-2006 S :
By report of Sia . | dated July 13, 1949 at
Omaha, captioned as above, photostatic copies of subject's
handwriting were forwarded to the Bureau. As enclosures
to the same report, a letter addressed to ELIZABETH
GURLEY FLYNN, Cormunist Party - USA, New York, sent by

the subject and her husband, was also forwarded to the E,‘.R.’,ﬁ,
Bureau as handwriting specmens.

Enclosed herewith is a photostatic copy of the communica-

tion addressed to! |
in the WILL AN Case, CP=-USA, Los

Angeles Field Divisien, This letter is dated August 20,

1951, bears the adgfess 1108 3rd Street, Des Moines, Iowa,
and 1s signed EDWIFFIN.

The Identification Division is request
handwriting of the letter addressed to
and the letter addressed to ELIZARBETH GURLEY FLYNN wi

known handwriting specimens of the subject in the pos-

session of the Bureau and advise if all three are iden-
tical.
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| 'rznzmu. BUREAU OF mvzsﬂsmon
wnsnmc.-ron D.C..

e mmﬂmw"mﬂﬁwnxum-mymmmﬁmm.“
of uﬁuut roaivcd frmmr om«s m’ﬁouubw 19. 1931.. '

’ g‘f’:! axm’ lh, !!'ﬂ. sm i ! ' "_ Ll Jah:; Eagar Hoover, Dmetoc .
Rine Moy Mllems N 100-4095 |
SECTAITY JATTER - cm ; ; 3 a\DED 110 ,B,”F,:;fom plfo'stm‘36

LAa NO. )
e :

Estmiaion nasetd by uc,cm.

! I N ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

Refer : _ .

e 3"*"“1’ 12/13/51 . HEREIN.IS UNCLASSIFIED

E'lu}ﬁ-nnlion r.qu.gh_d: : M . DATE 02 21 20 D‘G BY AUC 60309
SN St ' _‘TAM/DCG/JW

* Specimens:

Qel Phct.onttt. of a letter g&d:u-od o — “Jsignea *Wain
love, Rdns Griffis,® The m\mum leiter 1- dated Amtt zo, 1951
at Des Iomu, !wl. o , N

Results of mumtm:

l

“bC -

nm-mwmtmmmmumummm -
on the letter addresped be ELLZAHKTH GURLEY PLYMM ‘wers prepared by EDHA MAY '
GRIFPFIN whoss known hapdwriting was previpusly sutmitted in eoomection with
this case. Hewever, it eould net dotiaisbly be determined whether or mo%
_mpummwwumtwmmuwtmmamlmm
mummm.mmr«mmmm m,:
-mmmm.mmmummmm '

'huw!.dm thmumgmutmnluatmm

N N camml"_."vz
© JAN 1 ‘kﬁ,
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Recorded 12/20/51

ams FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Laboratory Work Sheet

6//1/1

I /
Re:EDMA LAY GRIFFIN, aka, Mrs, Stanley Griffin . File.# 100-355489-36
Edna May Williams Lab. # D141803 DG
SECURITY MATTER -~ C : .

NO LAB FILE

Examination requested by: SAC, Omaha (100-4095)
Date of reference communication: let 12/13/51 _ _  Date Received12/19/51

Examination requested; " Document

Result of Examination: Examination by:

Buiffnsiy 0.1 v on Py 45

Edre. wffin (Ry 4 floneslan 60 P
At %o %&mﬁ“ o

Specimens submitted for examindtion

ﬁ§ Qcl Photostat of a letter addressea tol signed,"With
love, Edna Griffin." The hw letter is dated Aug, 20,1951 at Des koines,
Iowa,

A .
A

Ir
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e v SET SRCUNTEY INFORMATION - com' i,

i

DECLASSIFIED BY AUC 60309 TAM/DCG/JW
ON 02-0%9-2006

ENCLOSURE TO BUREAU:
ATTN: IDENT DIV.

Photostatic copy of letter addressed

tof - | dateda 8/20/51,

bearing signature GRIFFIN

OM 100-4095
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/ GOVERNMENT

Director, FBI (100-385489) -~ . paTE: 12-13-51°
SAC, Omaha (100-4095)

SUBJECT: EDNA GRIFFIN Aka: Mrs. - .
StenleyPGriffin, Edna May - L4 /
PwWilliams . ~ "DECLASSIFIED BY AUC 6 TA,M/D?G/JW ‘Z
SECURITY MATTER - C ON 02-21- 2006 ' J

~ SECURITY. INFORMHTION - CO

indicated in the attached Surmary Report.of'SAE;::::]
I dated December 13, 1961, at Omaha, Nebraska,
sub ject has recorded the same birth date on three separate
occasions but on each Instance has recorded a different

-5§(:—;7 __birth place.

Records of Fisk Univer31ty, Nashville," Tennessee, indi-
cated sub ject as EDNA MAY WIELIAMS, born October 23, 1909

t Carlisle, Kentucky ie daughter of EDWARD HEARST
f)ﬁ.{.xms and HENRIETTA/WIILIAMS. Mg by

The records of the Registrar's Office, Drake Unlversity,
reflected subJect was born October 23, 1909 in Massach-
usetts, -

Records of Pittsfield High School, Pittsfield, Massach-
usetts, reflected subject was born October 23, 1909 at
Walpole, New Hanpshire and listed her father as EDWARD
WILLIAMS .

The Louisvi11e<Field Divisioh at the State Bureau of
Vital Statistics is requested to check the records for
complete birth data concerning the sub ject.

In the event no record is located in Kentucky, the Omaha
Field Division will request similar investigation in
Massachusetts and New Hampshiree.

RED: J"MG' , %‘éggé?m ' l/ff_ = 355 5’7—57

cc: Louisville - DEC. 27,3951
- SE 8 b 24 ‘“"

SECURITY INFORMATION - CONPIDENPIAL




.| .roRWARDED: ' -

DECLASSIEIED BY AUC“SU?@Qw_
. . ON 02- 09- 2006
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szon m wmcu MAb! kmm’ MADE nv:

12-19, 11-51

- : | | conmncrmm o page
mpm WAy GRIFFIN Aka't Mrs. Stanley | SECURITY M
% criffin, ‘Bdna May Willians PR ¢

':Nashv1lle: Tennessee, ths'Subjéct wes born ag EDNA MAY’wlLLIAMS n. -

"'?'eotb 23, .1909: at Carlislé; Kentuck tna--d ns'r
WILLIAMS 2na mai‘mﬂiiﬁmen ueRT au§€fﬁv€§-f1§fﬁ?’¥d?“

. ,' ‘L‘ 1.
- o Jaise lnt!'-no‘“ *
According to. records at Drake Unlver31ty, Begistrarps Ufilce, subject

was born 0ctober 23, 1909. in. Massachusettﬂo ?7

usetts, subjact was born October 23, 1909.a 'ﬂalpole, New Hanpshireu
Citizenship Status o R |

Subject 1a a United states citiZen by b1rth35"

QEducation,

: ubjeet attended Pittef;eld Figh School, Pittpfield, Massachusetts, :

: from August 192k to ! June 25, . 1926 on which’ ddte ‘she gredusted. 'She:

. ] also attended the: Walpo.”yﬁymior High SchooYsy New Hanpshire, and . ‘
1 hénox. High School, :Lendys" assanhusettséfrmm Septeriber ‘1

field High School and recqb@; of the Len
o /ta &‘ﬁ* o * I‘ ,uﬂ,’ S

| APPROVED AND

9F 'I'HIS REOR‘I' FU,RNISH- 'I'O

'5 " Bur £ (10Q-355h89 )(p,—

. \,,...-"

l: - Omeha (100-14095)

r P ‘w‘wr x p-'- '«"\n«r--':j
' mv~~g L‘:Sﬁ‘l‘nu '
&olhw 7 1

Accordlng to records at Pittsfield ‘High Sohool, Pittsfield, Massach-: 3

192), -~ This informatioh Wis securé&-fnon”tha:ﬁwqmrds of tha Pittg-:t~w; ;
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fMassachusetts. According to- the Reglstrar's Office at Fisk

University, Nashville, " Tennessee, ‘the sub ject atbended Fisk

Uni§6r81ty from 1928 to 1933. She neaored in- Sociology at
. Fiske o o ‘ _ '

Records of the-. Registrar's Office, Drake UniverSity, -Des’ Moines;-,w
Iowa, reflected that the subject entered Drake University as - .

" a graduate student in February 1948 and studied. two' courses,
English and Education. These records also indicated that she
‘received a B.A. Degree from Fisk Univérsity of Nashville. She
".did not complete her courses of study at Drake Unlver31ty ahd "
dropped out after a feW'months attendance. ; A

3.

Marital. Status s

~ Sub ject is narried to STANL.jt_’

Military: Service Record

.Subject has no military serV1ce record.

‘.Crininal Record

. Lt
P

‘-According to. the records of" the Identirication Division of the
Bureau, the subaect has no crininal record.

Kl Eiom ent T

of"knoﬁn relia- . . :
ility, ‘the 5UDJEGT nas not been ga 11y employed since. her . .
arrival in Des MOZ_—:’ Iowa in ],9 6. advises7that sub;[ect (X}(I‘})

ousewlfe 'andfaccording t
£ known reli lity, sub ect conté.nues 1n this samne: ccwog (Ul
cup 1on. e _ w " [REERRREE S

Res1dence

. Since. her arrival in Dos Moines, Iowa in l9h6, according to. : '7'37P‘
the Des Moines, Iowa city directories, the sub ject has and still
'resldes at 1108 3rd Street, Des Moines, Iowa. N .
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Status of Health

)/ ) . S S b2
\& [}ccording to Ithe subject is considered to be inb7p
' good health, - T o T

_CONNECTIONS WITH THE COMMUNIST
PARTY OR OTHER REVOLUTTIONARY
. GROUPS.

Information Concernlng Admlssion To The B
(UI Revolutionary Group Including Sponsors, Etc.’r

)()d |of known reliabllity, advised a
ec een an active nember of the Cormunist Party 4}
since her arrival in Des Moines, Iowa in 1946. also advised )

that the subject was head of the Des. Moines. Bra of tne Com~-
munist Party located in Des M01nes,,Iowa.,

0o

of known reliabillty, advised
on May 21, 1947 that ELIZABETH FLYNN, Treasurer, 35 East 1lzth
Street, New York City, New York, the place occupied by the Com-

munist Party, regpived a letter dated March 19, 1947 51gnz§;gf
(U)

STANLEY and LDN GRIFFLN. This letter stated ‘ag follows:

"Please flnd enclosed the first part of our

contribution to the defense- fund of our Party,,
a true and steadfast friend of the Negro people.” tU]

This letter 1ncluded a §$5: 00 contribution. This exhibit is being
maintained in the 1l(a) exhlbit file of instent case. )U)

[;;:] glso advised on February u, l9h9 that the subJect had re-
ewed her subscri tion to the Daily ﬂorker, an East Coast Con-

rmunist papert;; oy |

_History of Ac vity In, Attendance At

Meetings Of, and Positions - Held in the o S
Subversive Movement With which the S ‘ C . b2
Sub jeet 1is Identified. o L L . bID

Informant[___]advised on January 19, l9h8 that the subJect at-
tended a district neeting of Distrlct #34 of the Comnunist Parﬁﬂ<§%)

:+3i_.
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L4

held on January 11, 19h8 at.the Flamingo Room ‘of the Hotel
Ft. Des Moines in Des Moines, Iowas. also ‘advised that the

subject in Jahuary 1948, as Secretary -Treasurer -of the Des Molnes'c

Branch .of the ‘Cormunist ‘Party, had arranged for a neetlng to

be held at the ‘Grocker Branch of the YMCA, jw'-f
in order to rdise funds for the defense of who
in OctoVer 1947.had been convicted-at Glenwood, Towa for Tu- .

riultuous and Violent . Assanbly.l__—lindicated that this meeting
was not held. stated; however, that on’March 13, 1948,

a meeting was held at the Crocker. Branch .of the YMCA to raise
. funds for the defensé of ROSA LEE INGRAM, negress, and. her two
sons, upon whom the death sentence had been isiposed by the -

Schley County Jury in Georgia.[ _ ladviged that the subject

. ‘made arrangements. for this ' neetlng anq.most of the other mem-. . -

- bers of the Commu _Party in. De&Mo;nes, Iowa were present -
rther  stated that: on.the night of

of. the Des Moines Branch of the Com- s
runist Party was held at the -home of .

advised that during. the firsi, .
S Branch of ‘thé. Cormmunist Partﬁ

held a mesting &F the home o [
Des Moines, Iowa.~ \U)

According t EDN GRIFFIN. sponsored the meeting, the pur- o
"pose of whicl .“to .discuss the membership- in-.the Des Moines,
Iowa branch." A hls ‘meeting. the subject instigated the diar o
- niissal of| | from thé Des Molrnes Branch of the :
Copaunist Party Bedeuse he. réturned to work during a strike.

. at the Iowa Packing Company .at Des M01nes, Iowa before the

- .striking members of the United Packing. Workers of America - CIO ?
- had agreed to return. 'w(U]\" U

on’ October 7, l9h8 according ‘to" an article in. the'bes Molnes
'Register & Tribune®™, Des M01nes, Iowa, NAURICE KATZ,“Manager_of'

.violatlng the Iowa Oivil Rights Law 1n that ‘he ‘had refused 4
ounter service ongJuly 7, 1948 to the. ‘subject, JOAN EUGENS = . - .-

BIBBS and LEONAR DSON; ‘all-negroes, - The subject testified+

that ‘she,’ BIBBS HUDSON plcketed the ﬂorn w1th Progressive

Y
ST
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Party to infcrn the New Ybrk Offlce as. regards the activitles
in District #32 and to theé &ffect that. the Nebraska-Iowa=-
Kansas District Cormunist Party convention would be held on .
January 11, 1948 at 10:00 AM in Des Moines, Iowa. - Copies of
this letter were also forwarded to the Comrmnist Party mem-
bers in District #32 by WARREN- BATTERSON stating that the
meeting place could be obtained by telephoning EDNA CRIFFIN, -
telephone #26422, 1108 3rd Street, Des Moines, .Iowa. A copy

of this commnication is being retained in the Omaha case file
on instant natter. \U} .

ALL OTHER ACTIVITIES OF. SUBJECT
INDICATING FURTHERANCE OF THE
PROGRAM .OF THE SUBVERSIVE -
.. ORGANIZATION WITH- WHICH HE Is
e ASSOCIATED

on July 11, 1950, |
Des Moines, Iowa, advised that upon leaving a meeting at the

Grandview Danish College, Des Moires, Iowa around July 7, 1950, .
she noticed a negro woman and-d white woman standing beside. :

a folding card table taking signatures on a peace petitian.
She advised that this petltion had as its captions.

"I Want - Peace" o ;
"Let's Outlaw the Atonic Bonb", and.
-she does not recall for sure but ,
-believes it also, chad- a cqptlon to~‘
the effect =~ . ;
YLet Us ‘Stay Out of Kbrea"

Ag]further adv1sed that while addr6831ng a colored

church meeting on Sunday, July 9, 1950, she saw this same _
colored woman whom she had seen at Grandview College taking -

the signatures, and upon ingui: gscertained that her name was -
EDNA GRIFFIN, the subject. i | stated that during

her speech at this church she cormented upon the fact that  pic
good should be returned for evil and as an example of a woman
who returns evil for good shs n&tﬂn:ed the name of :
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PO

_ of Romania, Europe, | 4]declared that after

.© - the meeting EDNA GRIFFIN came .T0 her and eriticized h :

Jseverely stating,,“You do not know nothing aboutl |
She is ‘the saviour of Romania and a great ‘woman. YoU ‘are
reading the wrong publications -and you are not getting the

- sane Information that I get’ concerning] — Jacti- -

-yities in Romania.

(U adv1sed on Jhly 23, 195i] — | - BE

meehings held at ‘the home of | ' ]l ;
] eld in| P b7C
[ According. to | |thls latter meeting w ,:me )
The peace conierence held :in Chigago‘June 29th -
July 1, 1951, known as the American Peoples Congress and Ex-
position for Peace, which the subjeet -her husband, STA
GRIFFIN, attended[i;gordlng to[__:g' also’:advised] thatmf§;§¢u;
" during the spring 1951 when & strike was golng on"at the
Midwest Bag and. Burlap Company, Des Moines, Iowa, in an attempt
to unionize the company enployees, .the 'syb ject helped prepare ol
.1eaflets and other materisg the strikers, setting out -WUJL'
"the purpose of the strikes lso advised that the subjec T
gave the: employees advice on how-$0 c¢onduct the strike. 2} (1)
further advised that the subject also becane involved in a B
laundry workers: strike at the i:;i:]Coll of. Osteopathy,
rou

Des .Moine's, Iowa.in July 1951. stated|that EDNA becane ~(U)
involved in this latter strike gh't request o '
known person who contacted the subject by belephone.j;::;jg (g}ﬁ ﬂn
of the ppinion 'that the person-who called was an indi

* .'in the Packing House Workers. Union, United Packing Workers'
- of ‘America - CIO 1n Des Moines, Iowa. o

wfwritigg

~In July i, l9h9 evening edition of the “Des Moines Tribune"
a letter from-the- subject to the ‘editor was published in the
BEditorial Section.. . This.letter defended the ideals of PAUL _
.. ROBESON  and critic1zed the "pes Moines Tribune" for publish-_ -
"4ng an article which indicated-that ROBESON was rather stupie -
- for falling in with the Conmunlst Party policy in his desire '

v
-

R C
s ! ‘Q o ".‘" I
_.-,73.41 . .:_..__. FREN .
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to better the p051t10n of‘the negroes ‘in the Unlted States.

This article is being included in the exhibit file in instant

- case matter. This article ‘concluded by stating "Comrmnist
grass imported from the other.side'of the fence" by "a great-

hetrted boy of a tan" who will go-down in history as one of -
the world's outstanding citizemp of the Twentieth century.” .

The article was 31gned EDNA d RIFFIN, 1108 Thlrd St., Des
Moines, Iowa. e A :

known reliability, furnish
munication eddressed to
in the case entitled: "United Stefes VS WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN,
ET AL, USDE, Los Angeles, CaliforAis; CP-USA" in a prosecu-
tion under the Smith: Acte. This photestatic copy, which is
being retained in the. caseriile_gﬂ_insjanx_maﬁter, is a copy

of a handwritten letter to from EDNA GRIFFIN
with her address set out as 1100 3rd Street, Des Moines, Iowa,
dated August 20, 1951. The lettér in substance stated that

- there are many who admired the courage of | Jand that

she, EDNA GRIFFIN, is drawing inspiration and -energy to find .

ways and rmeans to help for peace, because of this courage -
'of : - . :

Contacts betﬁeen'sﬁbject ahd
Cormmunist Party Leade:s.

Confidential. Informant'g;:::i::%;adv1sed that WARREN BATTERSON,
District Organizer of District #32, CP—USA, was a frequent :

visitor at the home of EDNA.GRIFFIN, 1108 Street, This _ :
information was secured in January 1949. indicated that b2
he received this information:from STANLEY GRIFFIN, the husband D7D .
of EDNA GRIFFIN. [___]further.advised in 1950 that BATTERSON =
was still in contact with the subject and hdd asked her why

she did not hold more Communist Party meetings in Des Moines

and that he, himself, would be .a more :frequent contact Wlth
the Des Moines Party in the future. ' oy

ot known .relisbility, advised]- |
| of - .Laber for the Communist ,E?]C
L l | b7D
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C Party who resides in Chicago, Illinois and WARREN BATTERSON,

{1

;. Qé@tfi::]

~of known reliability, as OT

- former District, Organizer for District #32, Commnist Party,

were in Des Moines on the’ norning of December 18, 1950 and:

were observed entering the of the subjeet at 1108 3rd Vi
Street, Des Moines, Iowa. also advised Jthat end]EfﬁZHUV
BATTFRSON were observed 1eav1n5-the home 0] the subject arcund -
2:00 or 3: 00 PM this sane day. s R

advised that on June 26, 1951 a 19h6 Maroon Tord Four’
Door Sedan, Illinois license 19062259, was parked in fromt °
of the .subject's home, 1108 3rd Street.. On the same day, a
person, later. identified by{épnfldential Informant

EDVOLD ANSTROM, Wa. OTTO ADAMS,

home. [ According to on ‘July 5, 1951 {this -same Ford was
again ‘parked at- 1108 3rd Street and OTTO ANSTROM was:the d
of the.ctar. ANSTROM departed from 1108 3rd Street in the .
Ford autonobile in- the company of the subject. B

entered_this automobile ‘at 1:20 PM .in front of the. subjectrgﬁki:."
{0)

‘At the Registratlen Bureau -of. the Illlnois Motor Vehlcle Do=

partment in Springfield, Illinois, it wds ascertained that 1951 .
Illinois License plate 1906-259 un 2946  Ford Tudor Sedan, was
registered in .the name of GTTO Ey ! care of P;ﬁst g

1441 East 60th Place, Chicago,.#llin: : :ddvised Jthat

on July 1l, 1951 the automobile of OTTO EDVOLD ANSTROM was
parked in- front of " the home of the subject at 1108 3rd Stree
Des Moiness [On July 17, 1951, according to the 1951?EQ§HU)
Green Pontisa& Sedan, Iowa License 77-70L84, owned by EDNA

' and.STANLFY GRIFFIN, was parked in the viéinity of OTTO ANSTROM's

y at 1212_2nd Avenue, Des Moines.. On this same date,
EDNA GRIFFIN was noted leavjng the horme of
212 2nd- Avenue, Des Moinés. tﬁccordlng to
again on July 18, 1951 and on August-ly, 1951, the autonobileg;%ttu
TTO ANSTRMM was parked in rront of the subject's home at
1108 3rd Stree » Des Momnes. )

VST'OM has been reliably reported by[§onfidenti
of .known reliability; as forrieh (U}
organizer or the Farm SectIo .of ‘the New- Jersey Communlst ,
Party and now V.as a full time organizer for the Communist party -
in Towa.[_ ] advised on July 23, 1951]that. OTTO ANSTROM ----tUI b2

has been & frequent visitor at the home of EDNA GRLFFIN. ST . bD




oM loo'LlO‘)S -4 AL TR W |

-PHYSICAL DFSCRIPTION o

" Nanme -

Born

Height - -

" Weight - .-
Build :
Eyes. .

Halr
Conmplexion
Race -

Sex . a

‘Natlonality :
Occupation

Marital Status

Resxdence

: Peculiarities S

~"EDNA MAY GRIFFIN;.Aka:.

'Mrs. Stanley Griffin,
.Edna Mdy Williams
October 23, 1909 at

' Carlisle, Kentucky

5( 2"
125
Mediun

* . Brown.

Black - kinky (stralghtcned)

Dark Brown
.+ . Negro
. .Female

American

"”Housewlfe, State V1ce Cha1r~1”

man . Iowa Progressive Party;.
Chairman Corrmnist Party,
Des Moines, Iowa,

'" Married

Husband = STANLEY GRIFFIN

':,3_1108 3rd Street, Des Moines,

Iowa

. Front teeth protrude
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© ADMINISTRATTVE PAGE

r Infomants

Conﬁ.dential Infomant[ ' | | whose
identity and reliabll:.ty is: known to the Bureau. -

| COnfidential Informantl : : _ ' . l. whose -

Confidential Informant|

Confidential Informant|[ — -

Confidential Informant|

who furnished the photostatic copy to
W’i & L0S Angeles eld: Div131onjn August 1952» ,

Confidential Infornant Onaha:- Infornation Teceived as a
result of & surveillancé conducted by

| . |
]@JU:' Division in an inwvestigation concerning the case ent:l.tled°
: -+ "WARREN WILLIAM BATTERSON, IVTERNA*'SWCURITY - C."

C,‘onfidentlal Infomantl l- Informat;l.on received as a

’ result of a surveillance conducted by Special Agents

Jof the
“Onaha Field Division in 'an investigation concerning the
case entitled: "QTTO EDVOLD ANSTROM, INTERNAL SECURLTY =~

“R'& €, INTERNAL SECURITY ACT, 1950.“ The surveillance -
log maintained as 'a- result of this surveillance is re-
tained in the file- of 'che ‘case. of O'I‘TO ANSTROM.

d.e.n.tial_mrnm.ant| |- Tnfonaag_j.\on received from
1951,

récelived by tele-' b7D .

type to Omaha. dated February 10,
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Confidential Informant !- _Ififorme tion received from
‘ Chicago, Illinois Informan by Chicago letter to
Omaha dated May 28, 1951.. ' : L :




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FormNo.1 . . : '
T}ms CASE ORIGINATED AT OMAHA, NEBRASKA - 100-4095

REPORT MADE AT /A’rﬂ PERIOD FOR WHICH .
, 4-22,24,26 B4y
mmm,man&/ 5-7-4§ ,; 2,5_43 y . | b7C s

" CHARACTER OF CASE

g(

STANLEY 4 SECWRITY WMATTER - C

\
0,

EDNA MAY ‘GRIFFIN} eka Mrs. Stanley Griffin

SYNOPSIS OF FAGTS: @
Sub jects: STANLEY and ASDUA _GRIFTIN, negroes,
L of 1108 Third Street, Des Moines, Iowa, active

’ in affairs of Des Moir;'es Branch of Communist
Party, USA, District 732. EIWA is Secretary &m
and Treasurer of local Branch and is also a \
member-of the Iowa Wallace for Yresident =~ /
Comuittee. - She was born Cetcber 23, 1909 in "&
Massachusetts and is a gradwmte studemt at
Drake University. STATLEY, born 2-9-13 in
North Carolina, is a stufent at the Still
College of Osteopathy. :advises that
‘meetings of the Des Moines Branch of the

I_Qnmmmist Party are being held in

p . ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
"% 7 HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

AT DBES MOLIS, IOWA: DATE 02-21-2006 BY AUC" 60309
—FeoNP. PR DCG/ TW

Investigation 1n the instant: matte*r is based upon
infarmation received fro Jwhose identity and-
reliability is known to tlie Bureau, that the subjects,
STANLIEY and IDNMA MAY GRIFFIN, have been active in
omnunist Party affairs in Des Moines, Iowa.

(+]

>‘_.€onfidential Informant| '|of the New York Division
fumished information to tlat Office in the fom of
a letter addressed to ELIZABLTB.-?‘LYN‘G Treasuper, 35 East
12th Street, signed STANLIY and EDNA. GRIF"IN and stating

as follows: “Please find enclosed the first part of our

FILED IN./"G

7y

UNRECCROED €O

DO NOT WRITK IN THESE SPACES .
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N

Fpom available recards, it hag ' en ascertained that the
_GRIFFINs have one child, name unknown.. »

According to information ree~ v fmm|:| whose identity
and reliability is known to the Bure/ , ti two sub_)ects\, STANLEY and
EDNA GRIFFIN, attended a District me¢ ing f Distriet 332, Communist
Party of Americaj; held on January 11 194] in the Flamingo Room
of the Hotel Fort Des Moines in Des; ine; Iowa. The meeting was held
under the name of “The Committee fqn' ett: Understanding.” The

discussion at this meeting was devcved ma; uly to encouraging the
delegates to work for the Third Party Movement, (WALLACE). Also, to
ancourage people to join the Progressive Citizens of America amd
contribute money-to-the campaign. The details-of thls District meeting
have been reported by the Omaha Office in the case entitled "COMMUNIST
PARTY, USA, DISTRICT #32 OMAHA FIELD DIVISION.®

also advised that EINA GRIFFIN, who is also Secretary b2
and Treasurer of the Des Moines Branch of the Communist Party, USA,’ b7C
arranged for a meeting to be held at the Crocker Branch of the YMCA, b7D

14th and School Streets, Des Moines, Iowa, in order to raise funds for
the defense oﬂ | . .

4

According to[ | this meeting was not held, however. On

March 13, 1948, however, at the Crocker Branch of the YMCA a meet.ing

was hold\with the purpose in mind of raising funds for the defense of
ROSA LEE'INGRAM, negress, and-her two sons upon whom the death sentence
was, imposed by Schley County, Geargia, Jury. According to EINA
GRIFFIN again made all the arrangements far the obtaunng of the hall
" as well as the preparation for the entertainment. There were approxi- .-
mately thirty-two people in attendance at this meeﬁihg and admission,
price was fifty cents for each adulm Accordihg to the.infomant, . most

of the other members of the Commurist Party in Des Moines, .Iowd; “were also

present at this meeting:. A¢cording to MA & total of approximately
$35.00 was raised at this meetihg.

el
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I:Iadwsed that on the night ofL la meecting

of o5 Moinc of the Co me
of Those

in attendance were as “Tollows:

ETA GRI FFIN

- and & first name unkmown.

According to[ _______ ]various members of the Party had
- previously been fumished copdes of pamphlets furnished by the Communist
Party which are anti-Marshall Plan and they weré supposed to discuss
this topic at the meeting, However, inasmuch as none of them had read
~ the pamphlets, the evening was morec or less devoted to discussion of
the Wallace for President Movament., -ZINA GRIFFIN, who is on the Wellace
for President Movement Committee in Iowa, which.hcadquarters at the -
Plaza Hotel in Des Moines, Icwa, advised that nons of the Committee
mcmbors. had very much monsy and that they were obliged to make persopal
contributions. She alsc advised that the Committee was having trouble
finding a formor business associate or friend of WALIACE of some prominence
in town to introduce him when he makes his talk in Des Moinos at the XKRNT
Radio Theater on April 28, 1948. Each membor of the Party, according to
are supposed to be active in selling tickets to this radio
ecture to be held by WALLACE on April 28, 1948 at the KRNT Radio Theater.
Members of the Party were also furnished with pamphlets which advocate
WALLACE for Prosident and which are to be distributed from home to home.
Theig ramphlets and tickets xiere suoplied to the mambers by EINA GRIFFIN
and s also a -mamber of the Wallace for President

Committee, -

Information was later received from Dean GE(RGE BEERY of
Drake University that ZEINA had approached him relative to solling.tickets
for the WALLACE specch on the Drake University campus.

It will be noted that this speech was hald on the night of:
April 28, 194B;and approximately twelve ¢r thirteen hundréd people were
presenti . STANIEY GRIFFIN was an usher at this KRNT Radlo Theater
“ALLACE speechi

|::|advihed that the.next meeting of the Commum st Party
of Des Moines, Iowa, id scheduled for the first part of May and that it
will be held in the home of STANLEY ahd EDNA GRIFFIN,
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The records of the Des Moines, Iowa, olice Department and
the f1les of the Sheriff's Office of Polk County, Iowa, were checked

with negative results as regards any criminal record on either cne of
the sub jects.

The files of the Des Moines, Iowa, Crecdit Burcau were also
checkcd with negative results under .the names of the subjects.

. ~PENDING-

Al .
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THE MEMPEIS FIELD 'OFFICE:

"AT NASHVILLE, TENNESSHE:

Will at Fiske Unhiversity and in Nashville ¢heck available
sources far background information on the subject, EDNA MAY GRIFFIN nce
WILLIAMS, as well as for information cmcomming he:r activities while -
attending this University from 1928 to 1933, graduating with a B.A.
Jegree, . e

THE OMAHA FIEID DIVISION: ~ .

AT DES MOINES, IOWA:
Will continue the investigation re the background and
Communistic activities of the subjeets, STANLEY and_EDNA GRIFFIN.
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| FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT

OMAHA - ' T ME ™ENO.1(0-2332
-‘lvﬁmmn L ) DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY -
4% MADE b7C

| EMPHIS, TENNESSEE 8/17/&8 6/27-7/27/h8 o I BH
& ' .

g— ; ) -] cHarAcTER OF cASR

CHANGED: STANLEY GRIFFIN, 'EDN] &A GRIFFIN, aka,
Mrs. Stanley’Griffin, Edna Maf-Williams - SECURITY MATTER -

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

/{’ Records Fisk University, Nashnlle Tennessee, reflect
*.< EDNA MAY WILLIAMS born 10/23/09, Carlysle, Kentucky.
Attended Pittsfield, Massachusetts High School. Pre-
sently residing 1108°Third Street, Des lioines, Iowa.
Attended Fisk University 1928 to 1933, Transcript
senit to Drake University per request February 1948.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED »

. . - RUC. . : 'e /

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED /2
RFJ‘ER]%&I\E‘I?DUQ/ %p%”éA BEpECE SB3RF dated 5/ 7/h8 at onaha, Nebraska.
DETATILS: The title of the repcrt is being marked CHANGED to reflect

the addition of the name EDNA HAY WILLIAMS, maiden name of

EDNAMAY GRIFFIN, as is thus reflected in the records of Fisk Umversi+y,
Nashville, Tennessee. '

-

Registrar's Office, Fisk University, furnished
the records éoncernlng EDNA MAY WILLIAMS, who is identical with EDNA MAY -
GRIFFIN mentioned in referenced report. Tha.s record reflected that EDNA
MAY WILLIAMS was, born October 23, 1909. aﬂ Carlysle, Kentucky, the daughter
of ED7ARD }EARE_’%LLIMS and }EBTRIET%ILLWLS. At the time of her applica-
tion for admission to Fisk University, EDNA MAY WILLIAMS gave .her father's
occupation as janitor and residence as 7l Edison Avenue, Pittsfield, Massa-
chusetts. It was reflected that she graduated fromyPittsfield, mlassachuset ,{j
High School in June 1926 and gave|
Pittsfield, Massachusetts, and|
Pittsfield, Massachusetts, as references. -In reply to the question a.ppearlng
~ on the application as to publications which she read, she listed FT1JDE, THE
CRISIS, LITERARY DIGEST, and the SATURDAV E VENING POST. Among the mat'bers

| Fenove — — -—qj’: e . . \ '
__1&2-7{321 “= 100 355-&5/9’. ?R;ECORDED-I
- ‘ L = B
s, ¥

12 ue e _ - |INDEXED - 115

2 Beston (info)
2 Hemphis

COPIES DESTROYED
"7 1962

7 18tp1-iate
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...in which she was most,. interested, she listed "the negro, politics".
EDNA MAY WILLIAMS attended Fisk University from 1928 to 1933«

The record further reflected that in February 1948 a
request had been received from EDNA WILLIAMS GRIFFIN, requesting that
a transcript of her record be transmitted to the registrar of Drake
University, Des Moines, Iowa, stating that she desired to continue
graduate work at that institution, Her record reflected that she had
majored in Sociology during her work at Fisk University. She gave her
address as 1108 Third Street, Des Moines, Iowa at the time she requested
the transcript. The record failed to reflect any additional information
concerning her or any outside activities in which she engaged.

F advised that this record contained all informa=-
tion relative to Iormer students, and that no additional record was main-

tained concerning outside activities in which EDNA MAY WILLIAMS engaged

at the time she was attending Fisk Universitys stated EDNA MAY
TILLIAMS resided at 1016 Sixteenth Avenue N., Nas @, Tor two years
during the period she was attending Fisk University, stating that during the
other time she lived in the dormitory, '

| advised EDNA
MAY WILLIAMS had lived in her home while she was attending Fisk University

carning her way by doing house work, yghe stated she knew of no friends or
associates shc had other than STANLE¥AGRIFFIN, whom she ultimately married,
She said that she considered her to Be a loyal citizen and knew of no organi-
zations or groups to which she belonged, She stated that going to school

and doing the house work occupied practically all her time and she did not
engage in any outside activities whatsoever to her knowledge.

A search of the records of the Nashville Police Department and
the Nashville Credit Bureau failed to reflect any information concerning '
EDNA MAY WILLIAMS,

REFERRED UPON COMPIETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

Two copies of this repert are being designated for the
Boston Division for information, in view of the fact that investigation
- may be requested of that office in the future.
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Omaha file 100-4095

Bureau fi.lﬂ 100-355489

STANLEY ﬁmm, |

EDNA NAY/ W.Irm Mrs. Stanley
¥criffin, bdna MaPWilliawms.

SECURITY MATYER - C

Inspector Gurneas

Informtion was received from the New !oifk Office on lfay
21, 1947 that the two subjects had contributed to the Defense Iund

of the Communist Partyﬂar informetion was developed from

Confidential Informnt| that both subjects had attended a
Commmnist Party meeting 1 s T‘oines, Towa during January 1948,
In the last report submitted by the Omaha Office dated i‘ay 7, 1948,
the names of both subjects, man and wife, are carried in the title
oif the report. There are several memoranda in the file containing
information regariing the subjects' activitles and the casc ig in
a delinquent status. It is also noted that in the above roport
only. Wo copies of the report are designate¢ for the Jnmata Ofiico.

2
=«

/ -

In the future, reports should be submitted on the individual
subjects and three copies should be retained for the Omaha Office.
Section 44 J of the Manual of Instructions states that only one
subject should be carried in the ¢itle of each report and when
husband and wife are both subjects of investigation in tie fisld
office a separate report should be submitted. Also, you are
instructed in Soction 44 K of the Vanual of Instructions that the
office of origin in this type of investization should rotain three

coples.

s

DN Jz

- UNRESOIDED m0i B

SAC Daltons

This oase will be brought to & ourrent status in the
immediate future end the suggestions of the Inspsotor in regard to ,
the :ulmiui.on of reports in the future will be oarried {,

/oa -355% %8

' ...u.,s ED
Inspsction Report RO
Omaha Office 31 QEI‘ "?.li 1648
Inspector Curnea : o

m“m” 3' 19‘8 ' Gmte e o ErUrLTH ORI
53
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTlGATlON

Form No. 1

THIS CASEORIGINATED AT O}TAHA, NEBRA:"KA o o m& FiLE No. 1004095

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN m\os | rERIODFOR. ’ REPORT MADE BY
| wHicH MABE : b7C

SRA . | 8798 -6ugsl
OMAHA, NE]}RASKA 3-49 ‘ :vl_lz 51 ; | FH

CEANGED ‘ _ CHARACTER OF CASE
TONA BT GRIFFIN, . aka, '\rs.,st.anle;y;. || sowRITY MaTTER -
(\ Griffin, Edna Ma; 111111ams. , |

SYNOPSISOF FACTS: Mesting of Des Mtnnes Branch of Co unist Part USA,

: : District #32, held at the home £] |
| at |
H‘D_n_ﬂ'r_—ﬁl Subject no longer a student

Take UmLversity; now ousewife. WARBRBNXBATTERSON,

Chairman of District #32, has reportedly visited subject's
home several times in Des Moines. Subject is chairwman of
the QOrganizing Comni.ttee of the 5th Congressional Nistrict
of Iowa for the Progressive. Party. Subject recently
denied service at Katz Drug Store, Des Moines, Iowa,
and IIAURIC‘-QXKATZ was charged with violation of the Towa
Civ:.l Rights Law and found guilty. .

e B  ALL INFORMATION Ca\l;I‘AINED
3 "-_.P _-, HEREIN IS UNcgﬁ IFIED
DATE 02-21-2Q06 BY AUC 603

REFFRINCE: - Report of SA[ "Jaatea TRY/PCEH Omha Nebraska
: entitled, "STAMNLVY GRIFFIN; EDNA MAY GRIFFIN, aka Frs.

Stanley Criffin; SEC URITY MATTER - C." ‘ :
Report. of SA dated 8-17-48, Memphis,

Tennessee. -

DETAITS: AT DES MOINES, TOVA

The title of this report is being marked Changed to reflect
the deletion of the subject STANIFY SRITFIN whose activities,
“in accordance with Bureau instructions, will be reported .
hereafter under the title of STANI.EI GRIFFIN; HIURITI *'ATL‘ER G.

: P )
APPROVED AND T i -
FORWARDED: . e DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES -

L 208 MARRBIC U A LI 12 FaVid "33} = “R ii"r —. - — : : 355#&-7— RE
.‘H‘) Lt 7 o “-lmor-mw : N . -‘ ' " .

5 urean B | ..' “‘ ., | «..W‘WB -
Thoston TP 1‘” 34 beb ¥ 1sas

”d’}' o

Y l"
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Conf:.dential Informantl !whose identity and reliability
'i8 known to the Bureau, advised quring [ -
a meeting of the Des Moines FWMMLJ&M&&&T '
#32, was held at the home of 23
he purpose of this meeting was to discuss the membership in the. b7§
Des Moines, Iowa, Branclwf the Party. . STANLEY GRIFFIN was not present '
at this meeting but EDNA uMTdI&Jmmm_manm“m] o
it was at her instigation tha
both Communist Party members in Des Moinés, should be expelled from the
Party because he returned to ‘work during the strike at the Iowa Packing
Company, Des Moines, Iowa, before the striking members of the United
Packing workers of America « $JO had'agreed to return. | ]
L had returned " -
to work prior to the tarmmation ‘of -the strika. EDNA_GRIFFIN has also

frequent visitor at the home .of Y |
~ |are members of the

——

‘Communist Party. .

|{_P__r€_—|a1so advised that Ry BATTERSON, Chairman of the
Communis

arty, USA District #32 has been a frequent visitor at the b2 .
home of FDNA GRIFFIN in Des hoines, Iowa. C , _ _b7D

Qad\nsed that EDNA GHIF‘?IN is no longer a student ‘at Drake
University and 1s now a housewife. This informant also advised that TDNWA
GRIFFIN has been appointed as chairman ‘of. the Organizing Committee of. t.he
Progressive Paz*t.y, 5th COnvz'eSSlonal District of Iowa. .

On October- '7 1948 an artn.cle appeared in Lhe Des l.oines Register
and Tribune newspaper, Des Moines, Towa, stating that two persons tes’oi—
fying in a Civil Fipghts case declined ‘oemporarily and on grounds of their
constitutional rights to name their poli.t.ica}. affiliations in a Municipal -
Court trial. These two witnesses were JOMNXEBIEBS, 1026 16th Street, and

© Mrs. STANLEY GRIFFIN, 1108 3rd Street;:Des Moines, Iowa. BIBRBS was the
complainant in an aetion against MAURICF‘ KATZ, . {anager of the Katz Drug

- Store, Des Moines; Iowa, in which: Mrs..GRIFFIN, JOHN BIB3S, and LEONARD
( HUDSQN, all Negroes, were refused. counter serv:.ce on July '7, 1948. "Both

BIBBS and GRIFFIN later testified that. thay were members of the Propressiv_e S

Party supporting HENRY A. WALLACE for president. Mrs. GRIFFIN testified

that she, BIBZS and HUDSON, of 779 10th Street, another complainant, . . .
picketed the store with Progressive Party members on several successive L
- Saturdays.after. they were refnsed ‘countér service at the Katz Drug Store. -
'As a result of this trial MAURICE KATZ was found guilty on October 7, 1948 .

in Municipal Court on a charge of. violating the Towa Civil Rights Law. o
The penalty is not more t-han 35100 00 fine or thirty days in the Gount.y Jail N
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adused that although the picketing was done under the '
name oi the Iowa Progressive Party, in reality it was the subject and
the Communist Party. who were, pushing ‘the whole affair. ' b2

b7D .
The subject was oescr:.bed by::l as follows- "

Name: - . .  FDNA MAY GRIF"‘IN, aka, Lrs. Stanlay

_ ' .. . Griffin, Fdna May Williams
Race: .’ Negro - "

Born: - . Qctober 23, 1909, Lassachusetts
Heirht: . sy
Weight T 125 -

. Build: - -Medium
Complexion. - " Dark brown . °
_Hair: ~ +'Black, kinky (stra:.ghtened)

Eyes: = . 'Brovm

" Face: . .. Slender .

Marital =tat.us- - Married, husband STANLEY GRIFFI\!.
Occupation: ‘ Housewifa

. Peculiarities: - Upper front’ teeth protrude

Residence: =~ .- ~,‘1108 3rd Street. Des !‘oines s Iowa.
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- THE BOSTON DIVISION

" AT PYTTSFIELD, MASSACHUSEI‘TS

will attempt to as certaln through avallable sources the :
activities and reputation of subaect EDNA GRIFFIN,; nee "'IILIMF
who at the time of her attendance at- Fiske Uhlver51ty,
Nashville, Tennessee, 1928 to 1932, gave her home address

as 74 Edison Avenue, Pittsfmeld Massachusetts father's
name EDWARD HEARST WILLIAMS

THE OMAHA DIVISIOV

AT DES NOINE33 IGWA '

111 ‘continue to report and 'f6llow the activities of the-
subject as regards her Communist connectlons.

L




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE (02-09-2006 BY AUC 60309
TAM/DCG/ JW

100-355489-%5,6.7,8, T

CHANGED TO

QUULBLYS  j00-312221-2.3, 4,56
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Ojﬁce Memamndum UNITED STA;I‘ES GOVERNMENT

TO [\ : nmmcmn. FBI ngﬁ; May 31, 1949
FROM\); 50, OMAHA i ﬁ ﬁ,,.v %/

. 7"”(
. SUBJRCT: HDNA MAY Q:m'm was. AJE TNFORMATION CONTAINED
INTERNAL SECURITY - C , HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
: : . DATE 02-21-2006 BY AUC 60309
ReBulet dated May 26, 1949, captioned, "%@3 » USA, DISTRICT
NO. 32, OMAHA OFFICE, INTERNAL SECURIIY - C, KEY F LIST, % and to Omaha
letter to the Bureau dated March 29, 1949, which reflected that the subject is
considered a key figure in the Omaha Office.

A review of subject's file reflects that méetings of the Des Moines
Branch of the Communist Party, USA, have been held at the subjectts home and that
on occasions WARREN WoBATTERSON, District Noe 32 Organizer, Communist Party, USA,
has visited in the subject's home. . b2

b7D

The subject has been reported by Confidential Informant[ __ |as being
Secretary of the Des Moines Branch of the Communist Party and active in Communist
Party affalrs in the Des Moines areas Murther, the subject is Chairman of the
Organizing Committee of the 5th congressional District of Iowa for the Progressive
Party.

In view of the above the subject is considered a key figure in the Omaha
Ofﬁce and 1t is requested that the subject's name be maintained on the key
figure list submitted by this office.

M: the time the next .report is prepared relative to the subject the
character at that time will be carried as INTERNAL SECURITY - C.

J VB. Zf
100—)4095
cec - 100=4112

Yé_-oi-:’:—&—-—
RECORDED - 10 34 on 2 1949
[1 Aj{‘
\NDEXED - 10 S

@éam.s ﬁﬁm
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE 02-09-2006 BY AUC 60309
TAM/ DCG/ JW

j06-355 Ygq - «—

Na'f‘ \"cze?‘?irvrl’ 103 cw/

CHANGED TO

/00 -3¢ 2 2R [—~ &
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180-357y" B G 13 13

CHANG.L_D TO

2 JUL 311951 af =3%22%4= 1 &




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTlGATlON o

[

[

Form No. 1

THIS mzmlclh'rmxr omm s NEBRASKA C m FILE NO. 100_40;5

* WHICH MADE b7C

Ousa, Vel .7-'-13-49 32,16,1754-1%; | | caw -

™= S It AR CHARACTER OF CASE

REPORT MADE A*‘ . . DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR .- ' REPORT MAI_DE BY ) )
=1X3

N 8 GRIE‘FIN, Aka, m-s. sta.nley Griff:l.n, | mmnm. sncumx
Bdna }By\Will:ams o , . :

| A TALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
synorsisorFacTs: | . . .~ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED .

v : Subject advocat.as passage % 21- 2006 BY AUC 60309,.
})i o 'legislature concerning the Iowa je ct WS

renewed subscription to The Daily Workere Subject
wote letter to editar, ‘Des Moines Tribune s which. .
was published on July 4, 1949, defending the :'udaals - B
- of PAUL ROBESONe Sub;}ec'b reportedly attending . % _
Drake Universi.’tyc o , // G \ R g I

!

"’! el "-*’/'wu/— S 47
. e P o= { . bicC-

” ﬁﬁrqau Fi?e_].%}ii{.ﬁ?_q_l 00-3554 '
- Repcrt SA A dated 2-3-49, at Omahae

- on. Mareh 2, 1949, of lnown reliability, advised
that on February 27, 1949, sub ject attended the evening
session of church a.t the Burns M. E. Church, at Ninth
and Crocker Streets, Des Moines,. Iowae Tmmediately
after this church sessicn, BDNA gave ‘a speech advocat—
ing the passage of a bill befare the Iowa State legis~
.lature, which concerns the Jowa FEPC. There were approx-
imtely one hundred. twenty in the gudience and EDNA

- encouraged them all to write their representatives and
to talk among their friends and to do.everything in
their power to have this bill passede She also '
criticized ths NAACP in that -they were not promoting the
rights of the negrae . . ff'

| SR S "w

FORWARDED: P "IN CH . . DO NOT WRITE IN THESE sfﬁ:ﬁs

TAET {n‘&-ﬂlsm"" _

ol "V' ? it ’))
5 - Bureau (Enols




?% ' ].ao advised thatzn,m is now enrolled aa e. graduate ~studem'.
, - raloei University. S " : ;

Canident:lal InformnDof oo raliab:d;ltv, ddvised on

| Pebriary 4. :1,949, #at the stbjoc 5re‘:lsrwed er. subScr:.ption to the muy'f; |

Worker. .

Handwnt Sp cinans ‘of the Wb;)eet were. secured from Gon- :

ﬁdent;a;l. Tnforma of lmown relfability, and photostatic copies of .
~sald spsci.mam a.re being forward,ed te the Bureau as enclosures with th:!s b
Teports . . S L

i

& letter addresaed to ELIZABETH GURIH FInIN, com"ﬁ t ?al'W- SR REE

U New York City, sent by the subjeet and her husband has been secured, fron
' |__'L]and ie aXso be.’mg ftrwa.rded to bhe Bureau as & handwriting speciman. '

. In the' July 4: 1949, even:.ng editieon of the Des’ Moines n'ibm, #y

- in the ed‘i«tw:al section, a letter from the gubject to the editor was

publishedy This letter: defended.the ideals of: PAUL ROBESON. and c:ritici'zlgld'

.- the Pes Moines Privune fear publa.shirg an article which indicated that -

ROBESON was rather stupid far falling in with. the Commmist Party poliey in - .- i
his desire to better the ‘position of the ‘negroes in the United Statu. TR A

‘I‘h:is artis]n ‘has been included in t.ln case f:.:le :m imtant mtter.

I |:|advises thiat, the Dés Hoines Branch of the Coimmist Party =
: USA, Pistriet’ Number 32 has beén inactive of recent date and that subject

hag not been in cmtact m.th -bha known members ef the Party in Des lloméa,

ows e

.In view of this mfomath.bn vthi.s caSe 15 being p]aced .tn a pending
inactivo atatnso e U . o

o : Oné photostatic copy of stﬂajeqt's tandwriting 1.8 bei.ng retained
..,:Inthe@mln aase file. ) i .

| meSURES: 'ro Bureau - Photostatie oopy ct sub.jaet's handwritmg ana
ha.nd print:lngo e b

One t‘rigma' 'cOpy ot subaect' lnndwr:lti.ng,
. congisting of a’ “lstter dated 3-19-!.'7 to
"ELIZABETH GURIEI FIINN, NIC. o




I:LIJ. aecure a photograph"bf. the

1111 eontinue ta repor‘h
W snbde;;t.

'subjecto
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{

.

]whose iﬂenti‘lw and .'-'rel:.’tabiiitw, is

' ': to the Buresu, who furnished the information to SKEI




o

Photostatic copy of subject's handwriting & hand printinge

One original copy of subject's handwriting, consisting of
a letter dated 3-19-47, to ELIZABETH GURIEY FLYNN, NYC.

o 1004095
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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s .

¥ - February 18, 1928,

N LrTTﬁ‘mnox ngh Sch%qi who was internerwed in absence
. of ragistrar, sed- that Subjeed,-as. EDNA MAY WILLIAMS, had '
attended the:ischogl: from Septe@beq;, 1823, to June, 1924, She was -
born October 23, 1909, place not.jndicated, resided in Lenox, .

Massachusetts, and formerly attended’ Welpole Junior High School,
' Walpole, New Hamps,h:.re, from Septenber, 1922, te Jnne, 1923, -

AT mwsmnm. ms. S
RESIDENCE, .~ °

|74 Edipon,‘ re, Was 1nterviewed under A
- suitable pretext.and advised that- Nrs gand Hrs. EDWARD WILLIAMS had
f.ermerly resided at that eddress 'SOMme. ybars . They moved frog
 the locality epproximately nime years ago. r& | Wis™
. peard .of Subject but said Sub;ect sceording to her recollection,

A;“had not resided with her parents for some years.

© was of the opinion that Subje¢t resides . in the mid-western part of .
the country. She possessed .no informatien regardmg Subject'a

;employment or actzvi‘biea. ! ) ,

_Reoer&s of the Registry of: Votere for the Gity ef Pittsfield were
'exmimd end reflected Subject's Father had been & registered voter
.of ‘émé of the two major political pertiss up until June 28, 1939,
when his neme was removed frém-the list due to a lack of address. .
:Thers W@ no indication that Sub,]ect ha pyer been a registered
ﬂq‘h!,' in the City of P:.'btsf:.eld. P

J Credit Bureau, 50, South_ treet. advised she could
not locate.a record for Subject. Aveilable records reflected Subject's
Father was involved in a motor wehicle accident on Februery 18, 1932:
WILLIAMS was’ flfty-four yeers 'old at ‘the time and was convicted of

-~ operating under the influence of. liquor and driving negligently. His -

- license’ to operate ‘a motor vehicle and ‘his Massa.ohusetts vehlcle .
: regmtra‘t:.on 'u.ro revoked. B AT )

i o




»

‘Bitts

ttor Subject was located, = -

field Police De

pPartment recofds were examineq but no record’

R . -‘ R '
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License 77-70L8L, owned by EDNA and STANJEY¥CGRIFFIN was parked in the
vicinity of OITO ANSTRO egidence at/12121Second Avenue, On this .
same da\t,e s .according t EDNA GRIFFIN was noted leaving the home
of UI'T , 1NSTROM at 1212 Second f4venue, Des Mo:mes, Towa.,

On July 18, 1951 |further adv:.sed that OITO ANSTROM's car was again
parked in front of the home [DNA GRIFFIN at 1108 - 3rd Street, Des
Moines, Jowa. According to on the night of August L, 1951, OTTO
LNSTROM's car the GRIFFIN car and a 1940 Plymouth two door sedan bearing
Iowa license 77-31133, later determined to belong to WILLIAM R. SMITH
1601 East Avenue, Northeast, Cedar Rapids,, Iowa, were parked in front

of the subject's home at 1108 - 3rd Street, Des Moines, Towa,

WILLLAM ¥\ SMITH is Chairman of the Progressive Barty—in the State of Iowa
been reported to be a mgpber of the Communist_ Party.

Confidential Informant] | of known reliability, advised that Mr,
and Mrs. GRIFFIN were in attendance as delegates to the National Committee

meeting of the Progressive Party held at Minneapolis, Minnesota iugust 18,
and 19, 19510

Confidential Informant,l—__—rl of known reliability, advised July 23, -
1951 that there had been several meetings at the home of EDNA GRIFFIN in
Des Moines, Idbwa, one being held in May 1951 and the other around the last
of June 1951. According to | the latter meeting involved the Peace
Conference in Chicago, ‘also advised that OTTO ANSTROM has been a
frequent visitor at the home of END:i GRIFFIN, [ |was unable to advise
as to other or more definite dates concerning the above mentioned meetings
at the home of EDNA GRIFFIN, advised that EDNi and her husband,
STANLEY GRIFFIN, drove their Pontiac to Chicago to the Peace Conference
known as the imerican Peoples Congress and Exposition for Peace held in -
Chicago, Illinois June 29, nly 1, 1951, and took some people with them,
hs indicated previously by a meetlng was held at |
upon her return from Chicago. During the Spring of 1951 an attempt was
made at Des Moines, Iowa to unionize the employees of the Midwest Bag and
Burlap Company in Des Moines, Iowa. ccording td | EDNA GRIFFIN, the
subject, was involved in this strike to the extent that she helped the
strikers prepare leaflets and other materials, setting out the purpose of

the strike, I also advised that EDNA GRIFFIN gave the employees advice
on how to conduct the strike.




OM 100-L095

al ised that the subaect has been in contact with CHARLES

_ PRECTONXHOWARD, delegate to the Warsaw-Peace rorence held in

Warsaw, oland Burope earlier in the year. | also indicated that
the subject sometlmes receives correspondence at 1108 -gﬁéd Stgee#
in the hame of the GRIFFIN children i .

-4

In Jhly 1951 the 1aundry workers held a strike at the Still College

of Osteopathy in Des Moines, Iowa, According to[ | EDNA GRIFFIN

became involved in the laundry workers- strike at Still College at the

request of an unknown person who contacted EDNA GRIFFIN by telephonec..
dvised that he believes the person who called was an individual

in the Packinghouse Workers Union, United Packinghouse Workers of

imerica - CIO in Des Moines, Iowa.[ _ Jadvised that EDNA made inquiry

as to whether or not anj negroes were employed in the laundries in
Des Moines, Iowa, - —— -~~~ -- s o

According tDEDNA GRIFFIN attended the National Association for-

the Advancement of Colored People meeting in Des Moines, Iowa, their
representative of the laundry workers union was present and asked the
NAACP to request negro women employed as strikcireakers in the laundries
to cease worl, FEDNA GRIFFIN participated in the discussions and
according to[___]mas responsible for the. final adoption of reform of
resolution by the local chapter of the NAACP to the effect that the
union would find the women jobs or pay them during the period that they
were placing them, if they would cease work as striketrcakers.l
advised that EDNA GRIFFIN and OTTO ANSTROM regarded this adoption of the
aforementioncd resolution as a victory and discussed the situation again
at EDNA's home a few days later, &ccordlng td EDNA attended the
Farmers .Union Convention of Towa held in Des Moines, Iowa the week
ending September 2 She gave a short speech hefore the convention
. concerning the case, the negro who was sentenced to -
Fort ison Penitentiary, on a rape charge from Sioux City, Iowa in
1950. advised that FDMA is active in sceking a parole for the
aforementioned| ]and has visited prisoners, at Fort Madison,

Penitentiary, Fort Madison, Iowa, and the 4inamosa Reformatory at
Anamosa, Iowa.

also adv1sed that sometime during the month of Jwugust, Mr. and Mrs. 2
STnNLEY GRIFFIN went to Mnnncapolis or St. Paul to attend somc type of b7D

" — PENDING -
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

By letter under date of September 10, 1951, the Los Angeles Field Division
advised that a photostatic copy of a communication addressed to Mrs.
had bec nished to the office byl |
anti-subversivc dcta;, of the Los ingeles County Sheriff's Office during
August 1951. [ __ Jis a defendant in the case entitled WUNITED °
STATES vs, wn.LL‘zrsémrEmanN, ETAL, USDC, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNL:
COMMUNIST PARTY, USA" in a prosecutlon under the Smith Act. This
hotostatic copy is a copy of the handwritten letter to] | -
brom EDNA GRIFFIN with the address 1108 ~ 3rd Street, Des loines, b7C
Iowa dated August 20, 1951. The letter in substance advises that there
are many who admired the courage of [ Jand expressed sympathy
for the fact that she was arrested early in the morning, according to
A%ﬁé_ﬁﬁpers, before she could feed her children, The letter also indicated
that EDNA is drawing inspiration and energy from| | courage to
W and means to help for peace. The letter also expressed hope: that
should soon be free. This photostatic copy is being retaincd
in the exhibit file of instant case matter.

INFORMANTS

Confidential Infqrmz j 2 res a 34 aillance

conducted by Sis ’

an on OITO EDVOLD /ZNSTROHM, Omaha file 100-L768. Thc
_logs for this surveillance arc retained in the case file of OITO ANSTROM.

Confidential Informant, |is| who
furnished the information on various occasions to Si| of the
Minncapolis leiainn‘__Ihﬂ]gnformat1on credited to| Jwas contained in the
report of SA ated September k4, 1951 at Minnecapolis,
Minnesota entitled WCOMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE EROGRESSIVE PiRTY,
INTERNAL SECURITY - C",

dential Informant, lis|
who is being déveloped as a sccurity matter informant by the

L Division. Information concerning him as concerning his relie--
ability has been furnished to the Burcau,

LEDS

THE CHICAGO DIVISION

At Chicago, Illinois

' Will, if possible, verify the attendance of Mr. STANLEY and Ifrs.
EDNA GRIFFIN at the American Peoples Congress and Exposition for Peace




9’ | ¢ o=
. (10-19-49)
-inﬁce Memomndum UNITED s‘mms GOVERNMENT

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-355489) . DATR: 10/30/5L

. rroM{\ )4 SAC, OMAIj\A | ' Ca’r;i_l,lf‘g
| ape

‘SUBJRCT:  EBNA MAY GRIFFIN, akn ,
SBCURITY MATTER - C . ALL, INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE 02-09-2006 BY AUC 60309

' TAM/DCG/ JW .
© It 48 recommended that a Security Index Card. be prepared.on thn
" above captioned individual.,

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual ‘should be
- changed as follows: (Specify change only)

?Q“ﬂ '

S
e

NilP3S llVl% 164

LA 2 (N S

l

SEX____.__. NATIVE BORN_ NATURALIZED
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY_____ INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE____
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) |

TAB FOR DETCOM_____
DATE OF BIRTH

g

TAB FOR COMSAB

PLACE OF BIRTH

RESIDENCE ADDRESS

BUSINESS ADDRESS (Shaw name of emplvymg concern and addrm)
Housewife, 1108-3rr1 Street. Des Moines, Iowa :

NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List)

 gECORDED-HE /o0~ 355757 - 36

hun L o8sy
- N %w/

&ng
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Inquiry regarding :udentity, -8 sociates, and actzvit:.es of
Subject was made:rémong older mamhprs of the Pittsfield Police
Uepartment with negative- results.; Inasmuch as there is no '
indication that Subject has restded in Pittsfield -during the:

past twenty yedrs, no further ingpatlgatlon ‘w111 be conducted
'in Pittsfleld. Mass. i ,

t




Ostober 7, 1949
Dimtor, ?BI

INTERRAL SDCURIT! c ' ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
“Your file 100-4095 % HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED :
Bufile 100-355489 - ' ° ' DATE 02-09-2006 BY AUC - 60309

B C o TAM/DCG/ JW S

Revep of S |at m, dated July 13, 191.9.

Reference raport roﬂ.ctl that snbj.ut who is a key tigare 5.n your
Division is attending Drake University. Autheydiy is therefors granted to *
uko sourees of public record, reliable scurgessf iaformation and established
eontacts inclmding your emmtbcd informants &t Drake University, as well -
a3 the Registrar's Office which may be cantactcd purmant to SAC. 1-t.tor No. -

.. . bIC

12‘. .&10! 19‘08-

It will be noceznry for you to obtain pr!.or Buruu mthority befere
interviewing any student, faculty member or employee of Drake University
with the above sxceptions. In requesting such smathority you should furnish -
to the Buresau the name, position and information regarding the reliaha.lity and:
d{ scretion of each person ‘whom you dcsiro te Mm. ’

BgEEsEERFAERENN
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vALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE 02-09-2006 BY AUC 60305
TAM/DCG/ IW

yro-dssynd - I8

ACHANGED TO

16035222 | <




w 4B/

xm ﬂ! GRIH‘I! IAS.
INTERNAL SECURIT! ¢

M LL ifonr Liles" 00-5095)
L 3“!‘““ ﬁl’* ’100455439  ALn INFORMATION ‘CONTAINED:
,.y 3 Con e i HEREIN T§ UNCLASSIFIED =~ -
b T DATE' 02—09 2006 BY AUC 6031}9

hrep ot Sptcm “mtr

" Thc 1nfomtion wpnﬁ.ng in panmph. 1 and 2, M I

_ n.ndpiruzrlphll 2, md},mzsmudmmerlymVobcm PR
: ,npomamﬂumsmuw Pago. , | ‘

_ It is furthcr anmat«l t}ut pa' graph 4. D& 2, shonld bo
, rwntton as. followss "Confidential Infomut. . roliablo
gource, advised that Warren Bcttaraon, Dist rganinr,
" Communist Party = USA, had asked mbjdet why: she d:i.d not hold more
. Communist Party- metinga in Dés Moines, and had 4lso informed her thtt
“he would be An norc fnqum eonuct with thn Bu Ioinn P-.rby in tho
| fatare.t SO e

hngmph 5, pago 2, shoul& ulso bn mritton s followt:
was adviged that om October 29, 1949 a birthday party 4 = - |
honow of the subject was held ix’ her home at 1108"3rd- Street,. Des. Moines. . RS
. ¥Warren Batterson, mentionsd abovs,, and Chirles Howard, subject's tttomy b2
. - wers present. Howard spoke about his trip $o Wew JYork and the fact that. hc R .
. had introduced Psul Robeson at & Progressive. Party mesting in ¥ew York City - .
“and that Robeson had been enthusisstically redeived; . Warren Bstterson @ . o
_ distributed copies of ‘the 'Daily Worker! an exst coast daily Communist ..
‘pewapsper, dated October 21, 1949 whieh eontained the story of the '
convigtion of the 11 Communist leaders. 4n Bew York Cily. Batterson - -
adviged thoss prasent at the Party that he hed distributed five thousand -
- _oopies: of ‘the 'Daily Worker' in Omaha shortly before this birthday ;m-ty.
[ Ja momber -of the. Omahs Bramch of ‘the- cmmn Pu-ty, u.
;1.9 pmgnt. ;t. t.his plrty accolrdw ta Womu. SO

: . rm IWIWMO uf mfermced rep‘om fl!hﬂld clio bo mritton Qo e T e
| rbdeem oorutpmd with the“information. set out in ths. body of the report. - I'Q,‘nr. SN
wa_____. copies of referenced. report are being mmad huwith and youare - L
am___ ingtructed to yewrite:this report- in accordinee/witl the above.:.. ,f;_:_
suggestions and suhiit. corrected .copies’ $6 the Buresu. - The ceplss i
Menots____ pr;innuy uinuimd in your ﬁlc ahould llao bo nplaood by comM ‘

Bosen
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Tmscmeomelmm:nxr om o 0]‘ - Fngwo. 100-4095

RAEPORT MADEAT - . . DATEWHENMADE ' |- PERIODFOR ' . ° | REPORT MADEBY -
rial . i+ |- WHICH MADE :

omm | ] " m
. _,.‘,‘ : - o o . e . N

EDNA, MY GRIFTIN,! o v ,-i.f.' SR TRt )
aka, Mrs, Stanle Grifﬁn, m mywm:am || INTERNAL SECHRITY -8

e | ngo 38 Izn :

syuomlsoF»FA(:rs: M&URIGE C. K&TZ, Katz Drug Stora, Des, lto:ines, Iona, B
o found guilty of violating Iowa Civil Rights law = . .
and fined $50 as result, of refusing fountain service - .
t6 subject,.- Subject also roeceived a §1,00 verdict - - .-
as a result of civil §tit against Katz Drug Store
for damages. WARREN/BATTERSON, Distirict 32 Organizer,
CP, USA, continuss dontacting subject in Pes Moiness .
BATTERSON preaent at birthday party for subjact in
Des Moines. . . , . . : ,
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED e T
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . .’ """‘P =

 DATE 02-2 6 60309 :" :-f-x- S
RE j;a%?.?e 183—-5%9239 T "

/DCG/J
DETAILSs = grr DES Ms. mvg

Y m J'uly % 1948 MAURIGE G. KATZ refused fountain
“* service to the subject and two other negroes in the:
WS¢ Kabz Drug Store, Des:Moinss. &S a result of this
“ Ye. -refusal KATZ, in a trial initiated by the complaint
of the subject, was subsequently found guilty of -
vielating the Iowa Civil Rights law and fined $50400¢
The case ls. presently on appeal to the Iowa Supreme
. - Courte It was the contention of KATZ at this trial
. that the three 4individuals, including the subject, had
‘entered his drug store.for the purpose of being re-
rused serv:tee in. ardar to. cause a.g:ltation.

It w:i]l be notad that the Prog'essive Party pickatad 5
t tz Dr Store :mesdiata aft the bo d .
MPY m M e | 1y atter above: inci ent. _
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“ou 300..4095

On Oct.obar 10, 1949, tha subject f:.led a $10,000.DO damge sult
.against the Kats Drug Gonpany naging as defendants. MAURICE Ce
: KKPZ and the manager, C, L.. GORE. As a result of this suit sub=
. "ject received a Vverdict of $1,00. PAUL STEVENSON, Kansas City,
~ . Missowri, defending attmy for KATZ during the latter trial,
" . contended ‘that the -;hole imeident was, consumateéd in the name of
.. the Progressiva Party:and thit its purpose was to stir wp a racial
- -issue "in Des Moines., ¥he subject denied participating in the picket
line, but admitted that she was there during the picketing. KATZ
also testified that.at the time the three individuals were rofused
» * gervice at ‘the fountain they asked him if he ' was familiar with the .
————Ima%ivil Rights law and then said, "He &re members of the Progressii‘e
Party and we are goi.ua ta make a test case of this,"

GHARLES P., PDWARD, who gave the keynote addi-ess for the Prograasiw

Party at the Philada]g!u;a conventim in 1948, was the attomey for
the subject. _— ,

O November 12, 19&9, sub:ject flled a su;t :Ln tha District COurt, ,
Polk County, Iowa, asking revocation ‘of K&TZ's - license because of

his'refusal to serve negroes. She claimed she was br:].ngj.ng the
actn.on for herself and’ for o’oherr memhers o*.t' the negro races

Conﬁdsntia.l Informan a reliable source, advised that
-the subject was known - ve said that. she.-was very happy -over
winning the Civil nghts case against the Kata Drug Company. § She - .

" also advised that WARREN BATTERSON, Bistrict 32 Organizer, Commumdst.
Party, USA, had asked: her wiy she did not hold siare CP meetings in
Des Moines and had also informed her that; -he ‘'was going to be in -

. more frequent contact with the Des Moings parw inthe future. The

' spbject was also contacting members of the CP i DPes Moines asking .

for contributicds to be sent to New York as b3il money for the
olewn CQmmists convict.ed in the New’ Iorg ’oria.l.

o |F]also advised that on October 29, 1‘949, & birthday party .
onor of.the subject was held in her hame st 1108 Third Street,
Des Moines. There were several members of the Natiomal Association
for the Advancement of Zolered Pecple: prisbut, as well as WARREN.
BATTERSON. and : CHARLES 'HOWRRD..spokd . about. his trip to New
York and the fact that he. addressed a Progressive Party. meeting it

© New Yark. b: >} also adv:Lsed that bs. .mweauced mm. mszseh &t this -




ou 100-\6.095

‘Progressive, Party meeting and stited that nosnson was enthusust.i@ﬂﬁ 3
/received, {fhe presents. for the svbject consisted of donations to the ..
\"#1¥5 Appeal Fund relptiv to theicase against SIMS at Sioux City, -
/Iowa, They collectsd $14,00. It was the comtention of the subject: o
)and HWARD that the selored:fellow named SIMS had been railroaded = -~
‘ in a trial at Sioux City. BATTERSON distributed copies of the o

Paily Warker, an’ East Coagt dally Cemmunist newspaper, dated October 2'!., S

1949, which contained a stary of the conviction of the eleven .CP
leaders in New York{ BATTERSON advisgd that he distributed 5,000 St
copies of The Worlsr, & commmist neﬁpapor, :I.n omhs short]a' befare ’
this b:l.rthday party. o : . ) :

7"

:aéanxneég_}




© OM 10084095

Tnformatien received ﬁ-@é reliable source, revealed . _
‘that a sheet of paper b he name and address of the subject L
was found in: the building locsted at 35 Ee 12 Street, New York City, b2

New Yark, which is ecqupied by the CP. This sheet of paper. 8. BT
being ret.ained in the Ik file of .instant caso. : .

Con'ﬁ.dential Infor‘mnf whose
‘ . K : identity and reliability are -
knovnn to the Bm‘eau.

\_, — \whose
-7 identify and reliability are
: knmm to the Bureau. .

wmbh e




WL éoﬁtinhjé‘fo‘ follow
28 'of the subject, -
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT OMAHA

. \ . Y

RH‘OR'I' um A'I'

L iy m;ne | TEen ron wwien oo
OMAHA NuBRASKA 2*15-50 10‘-'.-6 312-22,28N;9

mmv'xmc‘:m?m? TR < T
Ala Hrs. Stanley riff‘m, udna May il

CEL PN
et

SYNOPSIS OF F'ACTS

REFERENCE:
| DETATLS: |

Mﬂ

,‘a,’

. Bureau File 100-355,489 HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

1 7 party'in hotior of the sub,;;Ect was -held in hor home at 1108
T 3rd- St:'eet ‘Des Moinés, Towa.:: WARREN ‘BATTERSON, mentioned
. ; above cand”’ CHARLE&.HOWARD subgect‘s attomev were present.
- HOWARD gpoke ‘dbout his tr:_p %0- New York and -the fact that he
* had- introduced PAUI;..&OBESON at-a ‘Progressive Party meetihg
. in New York (City,, and thet ROBESON had been; enthusiastically

wmmvkimmnson Distriét 7152 Organiaer, Commnist Party, .
USA, continues to contact subject in Des Libines, Iowa. - .
.+ BATTERSON: ‘present at birthday party: for. subject in Des

- HKoines, - Subject repor'badly asking Des Moines Communist
Party members -to contribute to ‘the bail ‘fund of the eleven
conv:.eted Gomunists in New York City. L ‘

CALL. INF ORMATI ON CON’I‘AINE D

B DATE 02— -21- 2006 BY AUC" 60309_.,

Conf1dent1 al- Informe.nt :Rﬁfiéﬂﬂ source, advised
that WARREN: BATTERnOH “District, 332 Organizer, Communist Party ' -
. USA;  had -asked subgeot why she" ‘did ot hold more Communist '
Pe.rty meetmgs in Dek. Moines, and had ‘4180 informed her that

he ‘would Be in nore frequent contact w1th ths Des Moines .
Par'by znthefutum. S AR _ -k
1has also 'been 1nformed tha'b the subjeet was. contactin[ T
‘members of,the Communist: Party in Des loines asking for contri- .
butions to be sent to New.York City .as:bail money. for the. eleven ’
Com:mmsts conv:.cted. in- the New York New York trial., .

weis: adv"laed that -ofL October 29, 19h9, a. birthda,y

‘,Areceived.l WARREH BATTERSON d:.stributed copies of the "Da.ilyr

DO NOT WRITE IN ‘mm SPACES

«*'h W
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. .

W&sf’ker , AR easi;. ooa.st dat,Iy cmz:‘cﬂu wdpaper' dated October 21 19149
which containedathe ‘#tory; ,pf the . cum'i#bg:on of the- “elewan Communist leaders

party that he Had .’
in- Qmaha shortly ‘be=
& member of the' Omeha Branch | ,;
uparty, .accordinn te mfommf;p.

. in New York (ity.-. ' BATTERSON advised _;i.fnéee present ;at, ‘the.
dis#ributed fivé. thousand copies” of Ihe ™ aily Workqx"‘
“fore this.biFthday party,

the cmnnumst Party, whg 'aIso preSent &0 this.




On July Ts 19hﬁ MAURICE o £ATE rema@

. two Other Neproes: in' tis Kats Drug'Stffe; Des Mo:.nes.l As airesult of thzs.
¢ . refusal, KATZ," in & trinl initiated. hy‘}the‘nomplaint of the*subject, wes
\ "tuhlequently found . guidty of. violat?nam Iowa Civil Rights Law and i‘:med .
e -"350 ;00. The case is presently on. appui to the Iows Supreme Court.. '
_was the eontention.of BATL ab this fHyal thet the three individuels, m—»
; oYuding the snb,;ec}, -had e;ltered his dmg, store for the purpose of bemg
_A »rsmsed serv‘ice in otde; to cauae a.gltat.ibn.

.,:, . o

imedz at‘aly af‘ter the 3.bow 1no;.den‘l’:

VY . e
‘g' . s,

. ‘_._.‘ -

.

ni 9otober 10, 19)49 *l:he sub;eot f;Lled a 310 006.00 dama.ge ‘suit age.:mst the
Kam Drug., Company naming as defopdants MAHRIGE G« KATZ end the manager, . .j
Q L. GORE, . As'a résult of this suit su’b;ject‘ roceived & verdict of $L,00.
‘PASY, STIVENSON, Kenses City, Missouri, defanaing ‘atformey .for KATZ during - S
the latter trial; contended that the whole inditient was .consummated in:the - _‘ o
" ngme ‘of the Progr\sssive JParty, and that its purpose wés 1o stir up a racial o
isage 4% Des Moinesi - The. subjeot denied partieipation in ‘the pickét lime; i ..
but admitted that she ¥as: thers during the pisketing, KATZ also testifipd <
that b the ‘$iiné the three indftiduals wera.refused servige at the founbain *
- thay afke#® him 1f he was’ femiliar with the Tows €ivil Riglits Lew and.then
sg,:.d, "o -are members of the Prbgresszve Pe.rty a.nd We are going %o meke a
test cps’t of ’cms“. R : et

GH‘ARIES P*ﬂOWARD whéf ga.‘m ‘bhe keynote -addfesa for the PI‘OC‘I‘GSSIVS }arty
at ’bho }'h;ladelphm con‘vention m 19148 was' 'bhe attornsy for the sm;jeot. .

On N‘ovombor '12 19)49 subje,pt filed a sun.t \ hq‘ Iplstri-ct Court, Polk County,

“Towa;" aﬁcing mvocatiop of. MZ',license hec 8. of his refusal to serve " -

. Negroed, : e .clainbd she was 'br:.ngmg the a.c $en ;,ﬂor herself and for otlﬁsr
memho.rs of the Negro race. L : ‘ .

“'al Punﬂ :;ela‘ktvo ibo. tbe case against SIMB#,' 'f’mogro at oioux Ci‘ty, Iawa.
- Thay: colleoted -$ilk 0d." It was. the contention ofthé $ubject end. CHARLES RO, =
nomm that SIUS had ‘bedn railroaded ds o Cbripl g€ Slows Citg. o Soa

)'g."

Infcmatz qn - recerved frmﬁ? a rel‘i‘abl ¢ ‘Fotirce, revea.lod tha.t a’ nl;et b2
._o.i" paper Weafing the ngme and address of ‘the subject:was found in the Zutldihg 7p .
located at i35 BAst 12th Street; NewtYork' C;.’cy ‘New York, which is occupied by

the Comun‘iq.t Party, This ihaet of' pa.per i§ being rotalned in the- lA file
. of 1nstan‘h“caso. i , _ :

.‘4




1whose idpntity o
1,?15.'abiIity are known to the.,B\ireau. RN

] whose, 1den*::lty
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT OMAHA, NEBRASKA " 'OM FuEwno. 100=4095
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN .PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

) b7C
Mo 6-1957-11,27; .
OMAHA, NEBRASKA 9-22-50 | g 12°1..5h © | L_ ]

TLE »{,' ‘; CHARACTER OF CASE [ -
EDNA miicnmm, v ' e 9
aks, Mrs, Stanley{i igtin, Fdan May'\Willdens - INTERNAL SEGURIT!‘} ) !

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject élected Sta'lx Vice ghairman of the Towa Progressive
Party, Subject active in securing signatures on peace
;‘-;‘/ . petition to outlaw atomic bomb and "Let us Stay Out of
S Korea, "

ALL INFORMATION CONTAIﬁED.
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE 02-21-2006 BY AUC 603(

AT DES !Qmﬁ gla TAM/ DCGI’ JW

An article appearing in the "Des Moines Rggister® dated
Monday June 19, 1950, indicated that EDNA:EBIFFIN was the
nevly elected Party State Vice Chairman of the Iowa
Progressive Party and would stump the State during the
Summer of 1950 in behalf of TERRY LEE SIMMS, Sioux City
negro sentenced to forty years in prison on a rape charge
in January 1949,

—P-

L _IDes Moines,

Iowa, advised on July 11, 1950 that she was & speaker at
a meeting at Grand View Danish College in Des Moines, Iowa
around July 7, 1950, She declared that upon leaving the
college she saw a negro woman and & white woman standing
beside a folding card table taking signatures on a peace
petition, She advised that this petition was captioned,
*I Yant Peace,® "Let's Outlaw the Atomic Bomb,® and "Let
Us Stey Out of Korea,®

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
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OM 1004095 .

SR _|advised that on the night of July 9, 1950 she
was the main speaker at a negro church meeting in Des Moines, Iowa, She
stated that while there she saw the aforementianed negro woman who had
been soliciting signatures on the peace_nati jpon inquiry -asceér-
tained that her name was EDNA GRIFFIN, advised that during - -
her talk at this church she made the comment that good should be returmed
for evil and that the world would be & better place if this could be '

She stated ‘that she mentioned a&s an example of this theory
mt‘ Rumsnia s &'lady who returned evil for good, She stated
er the church meeting EDKA GRIFFIN came to her and criticized her
severely, stating that "You do not hmw anything -about she
is the savior of Rumania and & great womsn,® She also sta ou are ‘
reading the wrong publications and you are not getting the same infomtion
. that I get concemugl—___—__lmd activities in Ruania,® . |

Stbject still resides: st 1108 3rd Street, Des Moines, Towa, "

Confidential Infoman . 8 reliable source, advised
that subject -has been encouraging ‘membets of the Communist Party in Des
Moines, Iowa t.o circulate the arorcnentioned peaoe petitiona.

. <PENDING-




W . ,,
‘W -
’ Will paintain contact witﬂ a' l cont:lnue investiga.tim
4in order to sscertain the. activitie |of the subject with

regard to her comunistic affinutj hB,

1
h

s )




| cgﬂ' me' ﬁNIIQ' I, INFORMANT

» Conf:.dentlal Informantr — 7 vhose identity
is known to the Bureau, L o S

merscr,  Report of SAL__]a-15-50, Gaata, Nebrasia,




SAc,'duaha I AT ""AT October 27, 1950
Director, FBI . o | |

- p i | |
WDNA MAY GRIVFIN, wa. o . o
INTFRNAL SRCURITY - ¢ ~  ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
Your file 100-3,095 .- 'HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
: - DATE 02-09-2006 BY AUC 60309

' - TAM/DCG/ JIW
Reference is made to the report of Special
|fated September 22, 1950, at

Agent|
Omaha,

A review of this report fails to reflact
that subject is active 1n the Commuiist Party on
an organigational or policy-making level. Ycu
are instructed to carefully appraise this cuase
and thereaftsr advise.the Bureau whather you feel
. subject should be retained on the key figure list

in your Office, - - '

Bufile 100-355489

EBR:mjt?é;ﬁ‘L |
| g

g BT VY
i 0 e .3:‘,‘-"5 ®

x.- St L

R ETET T




STANDARD FORM NO. 64

Oﬂice Memor&zdzmz UNITED STA!S GOVERNMENT

TO ¢ Director, FBI | ’ : DATE: December 6, 1950

rqM|p:  SAC, Omaha o Card u.1.D. i

/o83
SUBJECT: EDNA MAYOGRIFFIN, wa.

SECURITY MATTER ~ C
(Bufile 100-355489) 0

ReBulet to Omaha 10-27-50. 0

A review of the file on instant subject reflects that inasmuch
as she is not active in the Communist Party on an organizational
or policy making level, she should be removed from the key figure
list. The character has accordingly been changed to Security
Matter = C.

It is desued, however, that the subject be retalned on t.he
Security Index List.,.

RED:KED ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
oM 100-L095 HEREIN IS UNCLASSIEJED
cc 100-4112 DATE 02-09-2006 BQAUC 60309
. TAM/DCG/ JW

4/

:”..ﬂ
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE 02-09-2006 BY AUC 60309
TAM/DCG/IW -~ ———— —

/60-355%489— Y

CHANGED TO

166-3822.20 = /&

24JUL 311951 -
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+ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1 - OMAHA | V oM . 100~-4095

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT

REPORT MADE AY DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE
. MADE

OMAHA - 12/6/50 | 9/18; 11/28/50

EDIA MAY&GRIFFIN, & SECURITY MATTER - C
aka, Mrs. Stanleyq}riffin, Edna May Williams

~ AIwINIsSTRATIVE
syNorsisorrFacTs:  List of subject GRIFFIN's corI‘eSpondents ,Sffb lﬂ/

forth.

-P e ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN4IS UNCLASSIFIED F
09

AT DES MOINES, TOWA PpATIR.02-09-2006 BY AUC 60

SR BGE+dT
liability, advised subject GRIFFIN had received
letters bearing the following return addresses
during the thirty days dating from September 18,
19503

Pregressive Party, 56 West L5th Street, New
York, Miozk:
: il
]

ice Box "Bt, Anamosa, Iowa, postmarked

7Tlowa, postmarked Uctober 5, U, and ¥, and
September 29, all 1950,

~PENDING~

APPROVED AND DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

255489 12 & | RELORDD -3
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L.)

e . R - .,«T":vlm
v i . 7
. . . vp.;:: 7
° LN Y (fe v
N VR -
- . . A - /
B0 | ; o .
PV eyl -
[ T
v .

kX Mdv ¥ x,.
PROPEHT&}‘ jlﬁfﬂ_ﬂﬂp NTIAL REPORT ANDIW CO‘NT'ENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI ‘lﬂj ARE ROT TO BE DlsmIBUTED OUTSIDE OF
204

AGENCY TO

N e O .s\‘?h u s oovunmu:mrm orricE  16—50255-1 v




'For the mformatlon cf the Chlcago nlv:.s:.on, which has not re— _‘f |
v"-'the following :Ls set

J The sub,)ect. has beeh rel:.afbly reparhed“on several occasions to
be act:.ve in .the Communist - Earty in. Des Moines, Iowa, and has
. been reported as. Ghaxrman of the Des Moines pranch of the




at chicaggL Filinoist W1 checkv indices of ths
-_Chicago FBI Difice under the name of] L
| end advise.the Omaha Office of -~ i
Tany information. combamed theréin which would indicate - -
: --hla ‘backgiound .and activities, . If ‘not. cortained thére— e

R inj: will conduct preliminary’ 1nvestigation to ascertam
‘ hlS background and ackivitiese . -

At Dép Moines y Towas'» Will" ‘s'certain identity of’
" TeBiflentts at] —Jand. .
Ctheir; backgrouml, as regards "possible connec’o:l.onw S

w:!.th Subaect. '
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Qﬁ; Mem%undzmz o UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

. : DIRECTOR’ FBT ' DATBDecember 22, 1950

g

4
PR°“3“ SAC, CHICAGO

SUBJECT: Epya Ay GRIFFIN, was

%ﬁggﬁfﬂgﬁg?ﬁ%:B;ﬂﬁ@) ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE '02-09-2006 BY AUC 6%%]9
Rerep of Special Agent] , [REE Hebenber 6, 1950, at
Omaha, ' - . E

According to the records of the American Community Builders, Park
Forest, Illinois, which were mde available by| 1

{(Confidential by request) to Special Agent| Jon.
resides atF
Il_nﬁ_]and.maintains law offices at}
ese records reflected tha , had resided a

| from April, 19IF %o December 16, 1919 and
prior to . that he had resided at } for about
six years. :

Attached hereto for Omaha are one copy each of a report of Special
Agent[ dated November 10, 1949, at Chicago and a b7cC
report of Special Agen “Jdated October 6, 1950, at
Denvere '

RUC.

PJC:LL
100-22938

CC: Omaha (100-4095) (Enclse - 2)

1 00- 355489 -4

“'?t 2'/ ?)(L’ et

7
LB
it (R AN A ") -?{: .




Py - o8  pm

'-Oﬂice Memorandum « vsitep STATES GOVERNMENT

TO 4 Director, FBI ‘0 ' Duj: February 15, 1951 .
. FRO . (‘,a(d . 4.5\ e® '
* SAC, Omaha

=7, ‘SUBJBCT: gy Ma TR IFPIN . |
N SECURITY MATTER - C . © ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
BUFILE 100-355489 ‘ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
' ’ DATE 02-09-2006 BY AUC 60309
TAM/ DCG/JW

It is recomended that a Security Indax Card. be prepared on the:
above captioned individual,

The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be
' changed as follows: (Specify change only)

b

RAGE . SEX_____ NATIVE BORN__ NATURALIZ@ 1 o MLIENS .

COMMUNYST, ‘SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPEQI})ENT se’euLIs'r XEAGUE__-__

MISCELLANEOUS (Specify)
TABFORDETCOM___ .~ . TAB FOR COMSAB

DATE OF BIRTH. ___ PLACE OF BIRTH_Walpole, New Hempshire

RESIDENCE ADDRESS

BUSINESS ADDRESS. (Show mme of employing concern and address) — j(?/

NATURE OF- INDUSIRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List)

>,/ RECORDED 136 r‘/ eo- 355 57 - 27
mﬁgx% Y 360 - e et
oo RQUIPY £728
‘Zmﬁ% ot '




2JUL 311951

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE 02-09-2006 BY AUC 60309
TAM/ DCG/ JW

0-3855449 - A8

CHANGED TO

6628222~ W




FEDERAL BUREAU OF lNVESTlGATION | _/ o

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT OMAHA o - - | o OM Fuewo. 100-4095

REPORT MADEAT . . DATE WHEN D FOR WHICH MADE. - ' REPORT MADE BY

OMAHA, NEBRASKA - 2/15/51 ~.12 gﬁg T L b7C  RMF

Tme - L N " .| cHamAcTEROF cAsK

EDNA MAY,GRIFFIN, aka., Mrs. S‘ba,nley Griffin, ' SECURITY MATTER - C

—

Edna May Illllams

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: r JOf Labor fOI' the Comlmm:.st
" Party and WARRENABATTERSON, former District Organizer for

District #32 of ‘the Communist Pafty, observed in Des Moines,’
,* - Towa, on December 18, 1950, and seen entering the home of

. the sub;ect at 1108 3 rd Street and departing on the =

b7C

| eround 9/18/50. | freliably reported
as having connect:.ons w:Lth Gom!mmistm organizat.:.ons in .
"‘Chicago. o e : ‘

: .- =P =
DETAILS : . . ALL INE‘ORMATION COﬁI‘A‘IBﬂD

A1 DFS MOIIES. IOUB: et oo inconsereing IR.
Confidential Informant GRTE 2375 2006 BY AGE03
advised that of Labor for .
the ‘Communist Party and VARREN BATIERSON, former District .
" Organizer for District #32 of the. Communist Party, were in
" Des Moines, Iowa, on the morning of December 18; 1950, and -
. were observed entering the home.of the.subject, 1108 3
" street, Des Moines, Iowa. . Informent’ also advised that
- end- BATTERSON were’ observed leaving the home* of the sub,]eot R
around 2°00 or -3 00 p.m. on this saie day. T

Aroxmd September 18 1950 sub ect rec a1 R ¢
[. 41

: b2

‘ Conf:l.den'b:l.al mformntl | of Xnown relisbilitv.
advised in 1948 that | ~ ]then of

B srnclu. AgunT

w atosssaen) |
? - Cuabe QOPY lN r-m:_i-__.;-* \.

10( i S
PROPERYY OF FBI—TNIS CO’INDENTHFKEPORT A"D IT8. CONTENTS M‘E LOANED To Vou BY I'HE FBl AID ARl IIOT T0 BE DISTRIBUTED ouTleE OF

AGENCY TO WHICH LEBEB‘I‘,: DE»:TBMD* _.._mm_,_,,,,m 16—50286-1 o - . . / 4




M 2004095

{ | was & member of the Chi cago Chapter of the National
Tawyers Guild and his dues were paid for the fiscal year of .1946, 1947. The
National Lawyers .Guild was eited as a Communist Front by the Un—American Sctivities
Committee, Un:Lted States: House of Reoresen'batives, report. of March 29, 1944«

Confidential Informant| Jof \cnotm rellabllity, advised in June 24, 1946
tha bf the Chicago. American Jewish Congress was planning to meet
vit to discuss the formulation of a policy concerning handling. of
future disctiminatory actions 1nvc’1v:mb negro and Jewish people.

© b2
Confidential Informn'd of lmown reliability, advised on December 5, " brc
1946, that| JeT That time wag| 1iid-West Council of b7D

the Internationa1_Egzkgxg_QganLJkdzkugﬂJ, International =
Workers Order an [DuSable Lodge,. #751, Inte:national
Viorkers Order. International Workers Order was declered a. Conmmnist. “ront br the
Attorney General.

-PENDING-
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THE OMAHA DIVISION

it Des Mo:ne S, Iowa;

W11l ascertain ident:.ty of" residents at]
anu their b- ckground .as regards. possible connectlon with subject.

Cedar s--‘ owa 3

Wil advise t.he 1dent1ty ofL

“ At Ap_n;_l_g , Iowa-

#Will advise identity of holder of Post Office Box "B" and also oonductg P
preliminary investn.gatlon concerning thj 8 person's act.lv:lt:l.es. : o




OM 100-4095.

CONFIDENTTAL INFORWANTS

Conf idential Inf rms

of the Omahs Field Division in an. mvestlgation con=-

cerni: g the case er’titled "WARR. N BAT’I‘mS‘ON INTEK‘xl\.AL SECURITY - C%,

Confidential Infoman ' s an . anony us ‘source described asD of knowm
reliability in report of SA dated 11/10/49 at Chicago, Illinois,
in case entitled _ SECURITY MATTER -~ G4, -

Confidential Informent] 7 14 Juhio furnished this informstion to =~
38 bf the Ghicago Division. - - e

" b7C
‘b7D

Co tial Informany — 15| | who :E’urnished thin mformc tion to
S. of the Chicago Division,

The informction furnished. from. Chicago sov rces was contained in the mentioned *'eport
of SA dated 11/10/1.9, ent:.tledl _ | SECURITY MATTZR - C",

bTC.

REFERENCE: Report of SA| dated December 6 1950, at Omshe., Nebraska.
, Letter to director f om Chi cago dated December 22, 19‘50. _
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Form No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT OMAHA - . o A oM FILE No:. 100-4095

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN * E PERIO FOR WRICH

REPOR'I" MADE BY

{a? 19 :2'5 : tb?»m.

©  MADE

| OMAHA, NEBRASKA 7-2l-51

TIMLE : CHAFIAC'I'ER OF CASE

EDNA MAY SGRT PRIN aka., Mrs. Stanley {f ‘| SECURITY MATTER - c
’Grlffin, Edna May&W1lliams A . A

= §

o

: , 7 '
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Sub JGCt in contac t wi th OTTO EDVOLD ANSTROI?I{}&S f
. OTTO ADAMS, former organizer for' Parm Section of
. New Jersey Communist Party @1 d now in Des Moines, -
Iowa, as full time organizer for Communist Part
in Towa, Subject in corrasnondence with

{ ALL INE‘ORMAT’ION'CONTAINED s T _ [ ¢
HEREIN .IS' UNCLASSIFTED . F = SR 497 (/
DETAILSDATE “%%%%%ﬁ&%s‘”%oﬁiﬁmg S —kr”
a@

BACKGHOUND |

Subaect is still a- housewife and re81ding at 2
3rd Street, Des Moines, Jowa. MHer husband now owns
‘a 1951 Green Pontiac Four door, Iowa license
: 77-70u8%, ‘The 1940 Plymouth originally owned by
STANLEY #RIFFIN, husband of the subject, has been
transferred as of January 25, 1951, to WILLIAM R.
SMITH, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. SMITH is the -rresident
of the Progres31ve Party in the State of Iowa. s

ACTIVITIES

Confidential Informant of known E%D .
* reliabllity, advised that on June 26, 1951, a l9h6 A
faded Maroon Ford fordoor sedan,” Illlnois license '
1906-259 was parked in front of subJect’s home at
lN FlLEllOB - 3rd Street. On the same day a person later
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s | /Mr 3,5:5‘ 675"7 -—3' RECORDED 153

." , PIES . :
Byreau (100-355489)
:pringflel

COwr b ‘Nt‘}"‘ - ’)‘YT&D : — — T
__55/ ";:\ 'n N Ll ‘Q’ ‘AL‘-'.'\".;-" . . v - . “3

PROPERTY OF FB|—TH|S CONFIDENTIAL REPORT MID s CONTENTS ARE’ LOANED T0 You_ BY THE FBI-Q@‘ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF

AGENCY J0. ﬂwgr? q(-‘l - + Ve 8. GOVERNNENT nmmwm Wb“\% (g * PRY Ve N

el
v .
. . a




OM 100- L;095

{dentified as omms-rnon entered this automo’blle at 1 20 p.m.vln '

gront of the subgact's home.} h

on July 5, 1951, I ' ladv1sed that t;@-same'Ford was agéiﬁ
parked at 1108 - 3rd Street and that OTTO ZNSTROM was the driver of -
the car. ANSTROM departed from 1108 -"3rd Street in the company of

a negro lady_ dde ified as the sub3ect from the description
furnished by ST o ' _ .

‘let.t p from.one

vestication at Cedgp Ranidsl,Igwa, revaied thitr—__—__-Tis theﬂ*
wifé 7S I | Jin
Iowa. A —— =

Investigation at ‘Anamosa, . JTows revesled that the SubJéCt has
corresponded wit (of the Men's'

Reformatory -at. Anamosa, lowa, now servirng a lorty year septence on

a charge of. rapé. As previously indicated subject. took an active bic

part in the raising of funds<for the defense of in'
his trial at Sioux City,. Iowa, in 1950. L — ;

. OTTO EDVOL *"ANSTROM, was., 0'1"1’ "»-ATAMS has beenreliably reported by
. Confidential Informant| _]-of known reliability, as

former organizer for the Farm.Section of New Jersey Communist Party

and now as a fuil time organizar for the COmmunist Party in Iowas:

:".-' b2
« b7D
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ADHTNISTRATI 'E DATA

IN"ORMANTS

Confldential Informant[::]is informatlon received as a result of a ’

] ' i ' ' of the Omaha

Field DlViSlon in the 1nve: tlnatlon concerning
- the case of" QTTO. EDVOLD AJSTROM INTERWAL. -
SECURITY - R:& C, INTERNAL %ECURI"Y ACT,. 1950,
The surveillance log maintaned as a result of
. this surveillance is belng retained in the T
_ flle of the case of OTTO AMSTROM. :

Confidentlal Informant is 1nformat¢on receiyec Newark, New
: .' ersey, their informant I

: : . b2
'ConfldentialllnforMan' 13 1nformatlon recelved f'rom Chlcago, ';_b7D.
' S 1nois, their 1nformant . ‘

Informatlon from Wewark was recelved by -
teletyps dated 2-10-51 and that from Chicago _
- rece1Ved in 1etuer dated 5 28 51. :

‘ 'THE SPRING ImLD DIVISION

At SRringfield IllinoiS°

Wlll check Illlnois 1icense 1906-259 and ascertain owner- h
ship and background of owner.g ' :

THE OMAHA DIVISION

<3 At Des M01nes, Iowa'

_ - Will continue to follow and report the activ1t1es of theeu
sub ject. :, .,vb o _ o -

W111 ascertain identlfy of residents at| |
Iand their backvround as:regards poss 1e conuectlon -
;witq the - subJect. Lo s L , T : : T

. . " 'b7C

REBERENQE:, Report of SA[_ kated February 15, 1951 at
: - . Omaha, Nebraskd. . . oo :
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- FEDERAL BUREAU, OF INVESTIGATION -

AP . e : o o
',;:::;’:g‘;:OR!GINATBDAT . Omaha_ @'& : h "+ SIeweno. 100-<8348

| ' SPRINGFIELD, ILL. |8-1-51 | 7=31-51 || |:Ds
Tme / o S | cHAracTER OF cASE

EDNA MAY GRIFFIN, (7 . 2

JAKA: fb v G i .| SECURITY MATTER- C
-’&ﬁﬁi TS, Stan}e,y Griffln, E.dneil‘ma IS Dt con |

1. Detalls .of registration set out. Physical description -
V¥ of owner obtained from application for Illinqj.s '
Driver's License. o ' T "",

R . BR G\R N |
DETAILS: AT SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED -
| — ' — : " HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

—_ | clerk, DETEndBs MtdROGeRIcPAHC 6030
RegistratIon —Bureau, after checking thé,“!t'wrw&;/rﬁ'gistration ‘ :
records of that Bureau, advised that 1951 Tllinois license :
lII;I;1?06—1%59B<:ovare(‘:l'1:11e ?egis;,ratiqn-of a 1946 Ford two-door sedan,
Or Number and ls registered in the name nf QTTO B,
~ANSTROM, o/o —

——— i e

whose eddress is given

| ¢

causing a check to be made of the records of that Bureau, edvi :
that Illinois Drivers License #X1-004-249 was iss "nrin‘? :d

REPORT MADE AT - v ' DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY . p7C |} -
MADE : . . : ,

SYNOPSISOFFACTS: (Qwnership of 1951"Ilili‘nois license 1-906-259 ascertained|

An exemination of the telepfone ectory for the city of b7q

The: 1946 Ford was p__u_’z;chaséd.b _ANSTRO 4 | .
.b.v_.DJ.lJ_n.Laalle from] _mmmm‘l“—lmjbvg\-

] .Qlerlg Secretary .of Statets Office »
State of mﬁWEInd Chauffeurs license ‘Bureau, _e.fta;' . orc.

I.].Q;l_tn_om? E., ANSTROM, 1441 East. 60th Pléee, c/o

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
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5’1 100-8 314,8

The followmng physical description of ANSTROM'was .
obtained from his appllcant for this drlver 8 license~-

- Eyes '{ S -;j ‘;Grey
.. Hair ' .7 Brown
Height e L
'ﬂﬂbight E 200 pounda
. Race'; S o, White =
Sex : . 'Male '
Birthdate - ,-NDecember 26 1897

ANSTROM'S application for driver's 1icense further K
~ revealed that-he is permitted to .drive only when wearing
corrective eye loniges and that he is the holder: of New

Jersey Driver s.Llcense Number l59h082.

F“RLED UPOR COAPLETLGN TO THL 0 FICW GW OQIGIN S
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o 'I’he invesngation as . reflected in. tnis renort was
copnducted by- Radio Communications Officerl , |

| REFFRENCE: Report of Y Jdated «Tuly Zln o
1'9'5'1 at Omaha Nebraska. L .




THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT OITA}{A " FILE NO.

REPORT MADE A'I‘} DA‘I‘;A:’V;IEN Tﬁbf?ﬂ, IBI(:? 3: REPORT MADE BY ’ b7C
OMAHA, NEBRASKA | 10-23~51 8-b 16;9-11 20,21, [ ] /pm
' 22, 97 90 1 e

TTLE CHARACTER OF CASE

EDNA MAY GRIFFIN, aka, lMrs. 'Stanley@riffin, SECURITY MATTER -~ C
Edna May¥Williams

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: %/
Investigation Des lMoines, Iowa, reflects subject "in '
continued contact with OTTO EDVOLD ANSTROM, repo;;bgd / -
organizer for CP in Towa,  Also in contact with Wﬁ,

R, SMITH, President, Iowa Progressive Party, resident

at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Subject and husband, STANLEY,
attended as delegates at the National Committee meeting

of the Progressive Party August 18 and 19, 1951, Minneapolis,
Minnesota. Also attended the American Peoples Congress and
Exposition for Peace held in Chicago, Illinois June 29,

to July 1, 1951, 4

. ¢ @
=P b ) \\
ALL INFORMATION CONTAIME;ZEB\ v
AT DES MOINES, IOWA  HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE 02-09-2006 BY AUC 6 3

/IJW

Subject is still a housewife and resides at 1108 - 3rd ¢ reet R
Des Moines, Jowa,

ACT IVIT IES

Confidential Informant ’I-—I;;;I of known reliability,
advised that on July 1k, ; the automobile of OTTO

EDVOLD ANSTROM was parked in front of the home of the

subject, EDNA , at 1108 = 3rd Street, Des Moines,

Iowa, OITO EDVOLDAANSTROM is reportedly the Communist
_Party organiz or the State of Iowa. On July 17, 1951, - < =~
the 1951 Green Pontiac Sedan, Iowa ‘

N2 yy
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